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To the 
RiguT HONOURABLE: 


The LADY 
ELIZABETH CARTERET. 


Madam, 

T" IS is one of the many Tratts 
veral Subjects, at the inſtance 

of thoſe two Incomparable Princeſſes , 

who there for many years during my 


Baniſhment, employed me in that ſer 
vice. What uſe they were pleaſed to 


make of them your Ladyſhip knows beſt, 


Leing oftew admitted with ſome other 
perſons of (Quality, to their private 
Dewotions: Therefore when I preſent 


you with theſe Papers, 1 but repeat 


aud ratifie their gift, and by this pub- 
lick Addreſs pay that reſpett which 1 
owe (beſides what is due upon other 
accounts) to that ſingular Efteem and 


which T made at Paris on ſe» © 


Az Kindneſs 
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The Epiſtle. 

Kindneſs which they ever had for your 
Ladyſhip. 
.. Thoſe great and holy Souls had mo 
elefire, more earneſt than to contem- 
plate. and embrace Chriſtian Religion 
in its original beauty, and ſee it freed 
from the Encumbrances, which ordi- 
mary Controverſies moſt commonly throw 
4pon it. And really though they did 
underſtand all theſe Scholaſtick points 
a well or better than their teachers, 
Fo eſpecially the Princeſs of Turenne , 
whoſe clear and quick Apprehenſion , 
aud neat and unartificial eloquence were 
wonderfull) yet they cared ſo little for 
them, that they deplored very often 
* the unhappy neceſſity that had filled the 
Church with ſuch weapons ; and had jo 
flanck'd about (to uſe here their.:.ex- 
preſſion ) Jeruſalem with Baſtions, that 
one could hardly ſee the Temple. | 

' Þ can aſſure you, Madam, that ap- 
on this acceunt the holy Communion , 


which w as the tree of life in the Pa- 
radiſe 


The Epiſtle. 


ri” of God, the moſt nenerous plant 
in is Vineyard of the Church, hath: 
peey the wor jt Aealt with. For as it was 
17"? deſpitefully treated by Popery, the 


vay to ſecure it, ſo it could not be 
well expeged that men thus taken up 
in raiſmng feuces, in planting thorns 


have much time to dreſs and improve 
better plants. Then came from Ger 


many Amnabaptiſts, and from other 


parts Socinians, who pretend that the 
beſt way of pruning Iuxurtant excreſcen- 
cies, 2s to cut up all by the Roots. 
Here then, Madam, while the Ro- 
maniſts having made havock of the 
Vineyard, and laid it waſte; the fats 
neſs of the ground brought forth that 


poiſonous wild vine of the Roman-Maſs<c: 


and others left nothing but dead ſapleſs. 
branches and dry leaves, the empty fi- 
gures of fanatick Hereticks ; I make it 
my endeavour to reſcue it out of the 

1 3 


# roreftants did ſpend moſt of their care 


and quick/ets againſt wild Boors, could 
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| The Epiſtle. 


handsof ſuch Husbandmen,and to reſtore 
all back again both to the fall meaning 
aud inſtitution of Chriſt, who 7s the 
Planter as well as the Maſter of the 
Vineyard, and to the pradtice of the 
Holy Fathers ,, who for ſeveral hun- 
dreds of years, dreſſed it, and made 
it bear excellent fruit, So here I take 
n0 more notice of either Papiſts or Sec- 
taries, no wor Proteſtants neither , 
than as if the former had never appea- 
ved in the world to trouble and ſpoil 
the Church of God, nor the latter to 
aſſert and redreſs it. 

The holy Sacrament being thus ſet | 
at liberty, and enlarged to its full ex- 
tent, will appear preſently attended 
with all its Duties and Bleſſings, as 
the Ladder of Jacob did, with aſcen- 
ding and deſcending Angels. This 
may be foon perceived, by any one who 
will but take the trouble to reade this 
Book, ſo he doe it with ſome attention, 
and diſtinly in parcels, and by par- 


cels. | 


The Epiſtle. 


eels, Chronicles or eloquent Diſcour- 
ſes, may beſt pleaſe, when they are 
curſorily run over. But Myſteries 
muſt be (tudied, or they cannot 4 well 
underſtood ; and God knows how much 
more is here required at our hands be- 
fides bare underſtanding. Therefore 7 
have added to the Diſcourſe that re- 
fers to the advancing the mind in 
knowledge, Meditation and Prayer, 
the two uſual attendants on Devotion ; 
which being joined together, are the 
onely probable means of wealing ſuc- 
ceſsfully with holy things, and of at- 
raning by the uſe, to the true end of 
this Sacrament, which aims at nothing 
lefs than a mutual Communion between 
us and Chriſt, even here on earth, 
where we ſeem to be abſent from him: 
and withall at ſuch a reciprocal corre- 
 ſpondency Letween God and his Church, 
as. may both open our hearts towards 
bim in holy Duties and Performances, 
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aud open his hand and bowels toward 
ws in all neceſſary Mercies. 

7 know, Madam, that for the con- 
firming of all this, T need but appeal 
to your own experience. Ani "tis part- 
ly on this account, that without ſo 
much as asking leave, TI have made 
bold to put your Name before this Book : 
becauſe it having becn firſt written for 
the peculiar uſe of two Perſons, whom 
God had ſjanilified in all reſpetts much 
above the rate of theſe Times; it ſeems 
to claim a ſpecial Title to their accep- 


tation and reading, who intimately 


knew the worth of thoſe Princeſſes, 
and walk after their ſteps, at ſo near 
a diſtance as your Ladyſhip doth, to 


whom I am, 


MaDan, 
a moſt humble and 
Puryar, 2 faithfull Servant, 
Fan. 24. U 
1673, Dan, Brevint, 


(1) 
THE 


CHRISTIAN SACRAMENT 
AND 


SAGKEIFICE 
By way of 
Diſcourſe, Meditation and Prayer 
Upon the 


Nature, Parts and Bleſlings: 
Of the 


HOLY COMMUNION. 
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Section I. 


The Importance of well unaerſt anding the Na-- 
ture of this Sacrament. 


Wo HE Sacrament inſtituted by: 
Chriſt at the eve of his Paſte - 
on , which S. Paul calls the- 
Lord's Supper, iS Without controverſie one - 
of the greateſt Myſteries of Godlinefs, and: 
the moſt ſolemn Feſtival of the Chriſtian: 
BIRMINGHAM | - 
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2 The Chriſtian Sacrament 


Religion. The holy Table, or Altar, 


which preſents this ſacred Banquer, may, 
as well as the old Tabernacle, 


. t oy - 
AUDI taketoitlelftheritle of *Mee- 
Tabernacle for 


appintedrime 11g: {ince there the People 
and meeting. muſt appear to worſhip God, 

__ and there certainly God is 
preſent to meet and to bleſs his People. 
At the Place,-and during the whole Act 
of this Meeting with God, the Chriſtian 
Communicants are in a ſpecial manner in- 
vited to offer up to God their Souls, their 
Bodies, their Goods, their Vows, their 


Praiſes, and whatſoever they can give: and 


God on the other ſide offers to us the Bo- 
dy and Bloud of his Son, and all thoſe o- 


ther Bleſſings withall, that will aſluredly 


follow this ſacred Gift, For this muſt be 
granted, that the holy Communion is not 
onely a Sacrament that the Worſhipper is 
to come to for no other purpoſe, than to 
receive nor a Sacrifice onely, where he 
ſhould have nothing elſe to doe, but to 
give: bur it is, as the great Solemnity 0 
the ancient Paſſover was, whereof it hath 
taken the place, a great Myſtery conliſting 
both of Sacrament and Sacrifice, that is, of 
the Religious Service, which the People 

OWE: 


T 


and Sacrifice. { 


owe 0 Gods and of the fall Salvation , 
—_ God is pleaſed to promiſe his Peo- 
ple. 

2, It may by this appear, how far it 
concerns every. Chriſtian not to err in a 
Point, that makes the Centre both of his 
Happineſs and his Daty: and that ties the 
very knot, which in a manner joins Man 
with God. It was upon this account that 
the Devil, who bore ever an equal hatred 
both to what is holy to God, and to all 
that is conducible to the Salvation'of Man, 
hath from the very beginning been bulſte 


with this Sacrament: and hath ever ſince 


given the Church more trouble about the 
Body of Jeſus Chriſt, than ever the Angel 
ſuffered about the Body. of 14%/es, 7aae 9, 
For the Body of Chriſt, as the holy Fa- 
thers diſtinguiſhric, being of two ſorts, to 
wit, the Natural, which isin Heaven, and 
the Sxcramestal, which is bleſſed and-"gi- 
ven at the holy Table; the primitive 


Hereticks, whom the Spirit of Antichriſt 
ſet up and animated againſt the Church, 
ſpent all their ſtrength and their venome,, 


at the very time, and in the face of the A- 


poſtles, in order to deſtroy the firſt, which: . 
5 the Humane Nature of Chriſt, and to: 
reduce. 
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4 The Chriſtian Sacrament 


reduce it to a Phantaſm: and God knows 
whether the ſecond, that is the Sacramen- 
tal, receives at this day any better enter- 
tainment from two contrary Parties; who 
make it either a Falſe God, or an empty Ce 
remony, Of all theſe oppoſite Enemies , 
the firſt, who aflaulted his Fleſh, could in 
this impiety be but poor vain undertakers, 
this glorious Body being highly: exalted a- 
bove their reach : but the ſecond are on 
this account more:dangerous, becauſe the 
blefled Communion , which makes up 
this other Body, may daily fall-into the 
hands of 'either an 1do/atrows or a Profane 
Abuſer. Therefore it -very much con- 
cerns them, whoſoever have either any 
Piety towards God, or any care of their 
own Souls,to manage their Devotions with 


ſuch precaution and judgment-, that this 


venerable Sacrament may be kept fate 
from the attempts either of ſuperſtition or 
profaneneſs. 


Sion. 


and Sacrifice. 


Section II. 


Concerning the Sacrament , as it 18 4 Hema- 
rial of the Suſferings ana Death of Chriſt. 


:. HE blefled Communion was chief- 

ly inſtituted by the Son of God, 
for a Sacrament in the Church : But when 
it4s received by the Chriſtian People, if 
this rece;ving of theirs be right, it muſt needs 
be attended with the addition of ſuch 0- 


ther Performances, as will make it- alſo a_ _ 


Sacrifice, As it is a Sacrament, this great 
Myitery ſhews three Faces, looking di- 
rectly towards three Times, and offering 
to all worthy Receivers three ſorts of in- 
comparable Bleſſings ; that of Repreſenting 
the true Efficacy of Chriſt's ſufferings, whic 

are paſt, whereof it is a Zemorial: that 
of exhibiting the firſt fruits of theſe ſuffe- 


rings in real and preſent Graces , where- © 


of it is a moral Conveyance and Communtica- 
2i0n: and that of aſſuring Men of a!l other 
Graces and Glories to come, whereof it is 
an infallible Pleage. | 

. 2. As this'Sacrament looks back ; it is- 


2n anthentick"24meria/, which our Savi- + 
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6 The Chriſtian Sacrament 


our hath left in his Church, of what He 
was pleaſed to ſuffer for Her. For though 
theſe (ſufferings of His were both ſo dread- 
full and holy, as to make the Heavens 
mourn, the Earth quake, and all Men 
| tremble: yet becauſe great objects, how 
' terrible and magnificent ſ{oever they be, 
whilſt they laſt, are not leſs than the (ma]- 
| leſt things, apt to be forgotten when they 
are gone: and {o,there was {mall likelihoad, 
that the Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt ,* which 

was not ſeen upon the Croſs above the 

{pace of ſome few hours ,. could be well 

- preſerved in the memory of men through- 

out all ages; therefore our Saviour was 

pleaſed at his laſt Supper to ordain this 
Sacrament, as a holy Memorial, Repreſen- 

tation and Tmage, of what He was about 

to ſuffer for that ſhort time, to ſave his 

dear Church for ever. So that when 

I Chriſtian Poſterity, which had not ſeen 
[ the Crucifixion of their Saviour, like the 
f oung Iſraelites, that had not ſeen the 
Lilling of the firſt Paſſover, ſhould come 

coask after the (ignification of thoſe things, 

Y l this Bread, this ire, the breaking of the 
i one , the powring out of the other, and 
I: | the participation of both ; this ſacred oy 
NP ine y Toru ny 


and Sacrifice. 7 


ſtery might expoſe to faichfull Beholders 
as a preſent and conſtant obje&, both the 
Martyrdom and the Sacrifice of this crucified 
Saviour, giving up his F/, {bedding his 
Bload, and pouring out his very $1 for 
the expiation of their 'Sins. 

3. Therefore, as in the Feaſts of the 
Paſlover, the late Jews could ſay, The 7s 
the Lamb, theſe are the Herbs, and this is the 
Bread of - affliction, which our Fathers aid eat 
in Eyypt ; becauſe their latter Feaſts did fo 
effectually repreſent the former, that the 
People who did partake of thoſe, had 
ground enough both to a& and to ſpeak 
as if they had been preſent at this : So at 
our holy Communion which ſucceeds the 
Paſſover, and is undoubtedly no leſs a 
bleſſed and powerfull Sacrament to {et 
before our eyes Chriſt our Paſſover who ts. 
ſacrificed for us, 1 Cor. 5.7. Onur Savionr, 
lays St. Augnſtin, doubted not to ſay, This is 
my body, when he gave to his Diſciples the Fi- 
gure of his Body, Becauſe eſpecially, be- 
{ſides the Commemoration > this Sacrament 
duly given, and faithfully received, makes 
the thing which it repreſents as really pre- 
{ent for our uſe, and as really powerfull in 
order to our Salvation, as if the — 
ell. 


more moved at the {ight of the Salt Pillar, 
(if it did ſtand yet where it did ) which Þ* 


yet) when ſhe turned ſome other way. 
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ſelf were newly done or in doing. * Zaringf 
this Bread and arinking of this Cup you ſet forthP' 
the death of the Lord, 1 Cor. 11. 26. 

4. For certainly (not to miſtake the|Þ' 
meaning of Chriſt, nor to injure his My-{F 
ſtery) whenſoever with the primitive 


Church we call it a 2Zemorial, or a Figure, 
great care mult be taken leſt we confound 
theſe Venerable Repreſentations, which 
God himſelf hath ſet up in his Church, 
and for his Church, with thoſe empty Fi- 
gures and Marks which either ſome old 
Tradition , or ſome private phancy may © 
by chance have put in our way. Men ofÞ 
ordinary Underſtanding. do not_ regard} 
with © ſame eye the Arms and Images 
of Princes, hich publick Authority hach 
ſet up in a publick eminent place; and 
which © Painter to pleaſe his phancy hath. 
fixt in 4 private Room. Without all 
doubt 4 wiſe Traveller would be much 


God had ſer up purpoſely where Lor's 
wife lookt towards Sedan, than at ſome 
prints of her Feer (if they were to be ſeen F4 


And if we credit the Hiſtory, that Croſs, F* 
which, 


and Sacrifice. 9 


vhich the firſt Chriſtian Emperour is re- 
Ported once to have ſeen in the Air (which 
ndoubtedly the hand of God, or an An- 
vel had made appear with ſome defign ) 
ould not but cauſe a greater reſpect, than 
hat ordinary Sign of the Croſs , which 

hriſtians have uſed on common occaſt- 
ns. Add what no body can deny, that all 
Sorts of Signs and Adonuments become more 
fr leſs venerable according to the greater 
"r leſſer worth of the Objects, which they 
Ire made to repreſent. It had been hard 
or Abraham, or for any devout Patriarch, 
Tot to feel ſome motions 6f Reverence 
nd holy Fear, when they did chance to 
daſs again by amre, or by Aorijah, or 
uch other remarkable Places, where God 
ad appeared to them : and who doubts 
put the very ſight of Bethlehem, of the 
Mount of O/ves, of Calvary, &c. which 
friſt honoured with his Preſence when 
Ie was born, when he (ſuffered, and when 
e went up to Heaven did heat the pri- 
nitive Chriſtians with conſiderable flames 
f Zeal, beſides that uſual Fairh and Know- 
-dge which they had got by their reading ? 
But when theſe Signs and Monuments, 
el1des their ordinary uſe, bear withall as 


it 
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it were on their Face the glorions Cha- 
racter of their Inſtitution from above, and 
with this Inſtitution the moſt expreſs De- 
{ign that God hath thereby to revive in a 
manner, and to expoſe as full to all our 
ſenſes, his Paſſion and ſufferings, as if they 
had till their true Being (as they have ſtill 
the ſame virtue;) a diſcreet and pious Be 
holder muſt needs look on theſe Ordinan 
ces With theſe three degrees of Devotion. 

5. The firft is, when he conſiders thoſe 
great and dreadfull Paſlages which this 
Sacrament ſets before him. 1 do obſerve 
on this Altar ſomewhat very like the $4 
crifice and Paſhon of my Saviour. Fo 
thus the Bread of life was broken : thus the 
Lamb of God was {lain, thus his moſt pre 
tious Blud was ſhed. And when I look 
vpon the Miniſter, who by ſpecial ordet 
from God his Maſter diſtributes this Brea 
and this ine, I conceive that thus veril 
God himſelf hath both given once his So 
to die, and gives ſtill the virtue of hif 
Death to bleſs and to ſave every Soul tha! 
comes unfeignedly to him, 

6. The fecond is an A& of Adoratio 
and Reverence, when he looks upon that 
good Hand, that hath conſecrated for IN 
ulq: 


aud Sacrifice. IT 


uſe of the Church the emerial of theſe 
great things. I cannot without ſome de- 
oree of devotion look. on any Object , 
that in any wiſe puts me in mind of the 
{ufferings of my Saviour : and if I did per- 
ceive but any Cloud, ſomewhat like them, 
although it were but caſual, I would not 
neglect the Accident that had cauſed that 
Reſemblance. Burt ſince the good hand 
of my God hath purpoſely contrived it 
thus, to ſet before me what I ſee; and 
| fince by his ſpecial Appointment theſe 
Repreſentatives are brought in hither for 
this Church, and among all the reſt for 
me: I muſt mind what 7/ae! did, when 
the cloud filled the Tabernacle. I will - 
not fail to worſhip God, as ſoon as I per- 
ceive theſe Sacraments and Goſpel-Cloxrds 
appearing in the SanQZxary, Here I wor- 
ſhip neither Sacrament nor Tabernacle, but 
I will obſerve the manner that ſes, Da- 
vid and all 1/-ael have taught me to receive 
' poor Elements with, after the Inſtitution 
of God hath once raiſed them to the 
eſtate of great Myſteries. Neither the 
Ark nor any Clouds were ever adored in 
Iſrael, though ſome brutiſh Heathens 
| ſometimes thought ſo : but ſure it is, Fo 
| F 
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Ark was conſidered quite otherwiſe than 
an ordinary Cheſt, and the Clond than a. 
Vapour, as ſoon as God had hallowed 
them both, to be the Signs of his preſence. 
Therefore as the former People did never 
{ee the Temple or the Cloud, but that 
preſently at that fight they uſed to throw 
themſelves on their faces; I will never be- 
hold theſe better and ſurer Sacraments of 
the glorious Mercies of God, but as ſoon as 1 
{ce them uſed in the Church to that holy 
purpoſe that Chriſt hath conſecrated them 
to, I will not fail both to remember my 
Saviour who conſecrated theſe Sacraments | 
and to worſhip alſo my Saviour whom 
theſe Sacraments do repreſent. And God' 
forbid, that when I am able, I ſhould not 
receive them as my Saviour himſelf was 
pleaſed to receive his own Baptiſm, with 
devotion and Prayer. Luk. 3. 21. 

”. The third, which is the Crown and 
the completing of the two other, is ſuch 
2 vigorous and intenſe Act of Faith , as 
may correſpond to the great End, which 
our Saviour aimed at, when He inſti- 
rated this Sacrament. The main Inten- 
tion of Chriſt was not here to propoſe a 


bare 1maze of his Paſſion once ſuffered in 
; order 
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order to a bare Remembrance : but over 
and above to enrich this 2Z/emorial with 
ſuch an effectual and real Preſence of con- 
tinuing Atronement , and ſtrength , as 
may both evidently ſet forth Chriſt kimſelf 
crucified before our eyes, Gal. 3.1. and in- 
vite us to his Sacrifice , not as done and 
gone many years ſince, but, as to expia- 
ting grace and mercy, ſtill laſting, ill 
new, ſtill the ſame that it was, when it 
was firſt offered for us. 

8. All thoſe Sacrifices under the Law, 
which had both their uſe and their ſtrength 


v limited, ſome to a year, fome to a month, 


ſome to a day, were not leſs powerfull at 
the laſt, than they were ar the firſt mo-- 


Þ ment of their proper Duration : and they 


who lived or died within the twelfth 
month of the year, after the Feaſt of Pro- 
pitiations, had as much benefit from that 
anniverſary Sacrifice, as they, who were 
upon the place and at the very day, when 
the high Prieſt did offer it. Upon the 
like, but infinitely better reaſon, the Sa- 
crifice of Jeſus Chriſt being appointed by 
God the Father for a Propitiation that _ 
ſhould continue throughout all Ages, to 
the Worlds end: and withall being ever- 
laſting 
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laſting by the Privilege of its own 0-- 


der, which is an unchangeable Prieſthood , | 


Heb. 7. 24. and by his worth , who offe- 
red it, that is the Bleſfled Son of God, and 
by the Power of the Spirir, by whom it 
was offered, which is the eternal Spirit, 


. Heb. g. 14. all kinds of Eternity thus con-: 


curring together to the Sacrifice upon the 
Croſs, it muſt in all reſpe&s ſtand ever- 
laſting and ecernal, and the ſame neſterday, 
to day, and for ever. Heb. 1 J'S. y | 
9. Therefore this Sacrifice being ſuch, 
the holy Communion is ordained off 
Chriſt, to ſet it out to us as ſuch, that is, 
as efteftual now at this holy Table, as itf 
was then at the yery Croſs: and by the 
{ame proportion the A of worthy Re-j 
ceivers (beſides Remembrance and Wor-({ 
ſhip) muſt needs be this; firſt to elevatef 


their Faith, and ſtretch their very Souls: 


up to the Moxrt, with the bleſled Virgin, 
who ſtood neareſt the Sacrifice; or at thef 
leaſt with the Diſciples, who lookt on it atÞþ 
ſome diſtance: and then look up to thefſ 
Victim, tO Jeſus the Everlaſting Mediatour of 
the Everlaſting Covenant , and to the Bloud 
of ſprinkling that ſpeaks yet, and craves for 
better things Paren and Blefling) _ -_ 
etS 
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te/s did, Heb. 12. 24. Here Faith muſt be 
Fas true a /ab/iftence of thoſe things paſt, 
 dwhich we believe, as tis of thoſe other 

things yet to come, which we hope for : 1 

Heb. 11,1. Y 

10. At the approach therefore of this | 
oreat ſtery, and by the help of this | 
Fitrong Faith, the worthy Communicant A 
. fbeing proſfrated at the Lord's Table, as -*_} 
ſat the very foot of his Croſs, ſhall with 
earneſt ſorrow confeſs and lament all his 
| Sins, which were the nails and ſpears that 
ffpierced our Saviour. We our ſelves moſt 
\chiefly, not Pilare, nor the Jews (for he 
{would not have died for ſuch alone) we 
aflhave crucified that 7uſt one. Men and Bre- 
Bthren, what ſhall we doe! At. 2, 37. He 
-ikall fall amazed at that ſtroke of Divine 
Juſtice, that being offended but by- Aer, 
:ould not be ſatisfied, nor appeaſed bur 
dy the ſufferings and death of God, How 
Bdrcadtull is this Place ! how deep and holy 
this this Myſtery ! Then he will fall again 
eto worſhipping, not leſs amazed at, than 
hankfull for, thoſe inconceivable Mer- 
ties of God the Father, who ſo gave up 
ris onely Son; and for the Mercies of God 
the Son, who thus gave himſelf up for us. 


$ 11. My 


Subſtauce that was cut down, beaten 


- T— ” =_ - . - 
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heavy Blows and Plagues and Pains 


 direfull Flames that burned him þ 
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r1. My Lord! and my God! 
behold here in this Bread made of 4 


grownd and bruiſed by men, all the 


which my Saviour did ſuffer from the 
hands of his Murtherers : IT behold i; 
this Bread dried up, and baked and 
burnt at the Fire, the fiery wrath a 
ſo which he ſuffered for me from above 
and from the hand of his own Fathe 
My God, my God, why haſt thou th 
forſaken him! the violence of wicked 
men firſt hath made him a Martyr 
then the Fire of Heaven hath mas 
him a Burnt Sacrifice : aud under bot} 
theſe Sufferings, loe he is become to m 
zhe Bread of Lite. 

Let us then go, to take and eat i 
For though the Inſtruments that brui 
fed him be broken to pieces, and th 


quite pat out, yet this Bread, whic! 
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z the Body of the Lord, continues new. 
The $ pears aud Swords that | /lew, and 
the Burnings that completed the Sa- 
crifice, are many years ſince ſcattered 
© 41d ſpent ; but the ſtrength and ſweet 
'N ſmel of the Oblation is till fragrant, 
.N the Bloud ſtill warm, the wounds ſtil 
Al f7e/h, and the Lamb (till 

ſtanding as ſlain ®. Any * Rev. g. 6. 
oþ other Bread by duration 

will alter, and any other Sacrifice 

will life its flrength; but Thou moſt 
of} Eternal Vittim, offered up to God 
| forough the Eternal Spirit, by an e- 
Jy verlaſting Prieſt, and by an Order 
oj 2bich can never be changed, Thou re- 
© maine/t always the ſame: and as thy 

ears ſhall never fail, they ſhall never 
;A {eſe nor abate any thing of thy ſaving 
uAſfrength and mercy : help, O help me 

alſo, that they abate nothing of my 
th DF 
F Paith. Help me to grieve for the 
:Bſenſe of my (ns, _ for that of thy 


| parns, 
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pains , @s thoſe good Souls did, who 

Jaw thee ſuffer ® Let 

* Luke 23, 0t my heart burn with. 
27« leſs Zeal to follow and 
ſerve thee now, when this 

Bread is broken at this Ta- 

ble, than did the hearts of 

; thy Diſciples, when . thou 
. ry _ Jiu Go zt in Emaus Ft. 
O Rock of Iſrael, Rock of Salts 

vation, Rock ſtruck and cleft for me, let 
thoſe two ſtreams of Bloud and Wa- 
ter, which once guſhed out 

|| John 19. of thy fade ||, when the 
"4+ Curſe cf the Law, and the 
Rod of. Moſes had opene: 

it, bring down with them Salvation 

and Holinefs into my Scat, though far 

diſtant from the Mountain, where tha 
Aidſt receive that deadly Blow. Ant 

et not my Soul leſs thirſt after them 
at this diſtance, than if T ſtood upo 

Horeb, whence ſprung this Water 


ana 
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and near the very Cleft of that Rock, 
the very Wounds of my Saviour whence 
feuſhed out this Sacred Bloud. AZ 
the diſtance of Times and Countries , 
how great ſoever, which is between A= 
dam and me, doth not keep his Sin 
or his Puniſhment any more from pur- 
uing and reaching me , than if I had 
Been born in his houſe : and notwith- 
Branding this diſtance we ſin and dye 
after his Image, as if we were zmme- 
"Bdzately ſprung from his Loins. Se- 
cond Adam, Adem deſcended from @- 
Dove, let thy Bloud reach as far, and 
ome as freely both to ſave and to ſanc- 
Wife, as the Bloud of my firſt Father 
Bid both to deſtroy and defile me. 
Bleſſed Jeſu , who reviveſt by this 
acrament the Memory of thy  Sacri= 
ce, quicken and ſtrengthen my faith 
Lis, diſpoſe my mind, prejare my 
heart, and then bleſs this thine Or- 
dinance, 7f 7 but touch (7 that 
" B 2 manner 
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manner I ought to do) the Hem of 
his Garment, the Garment of his 
Paſſion, virtue will proceed out 0 
Him, it ſhall be done according to 
my faith: and my poor Soul-ſhall be 
made whole. Amen. 


Sefton ITT. 


Of the bleſſed Sacrament as it ſtands for a Sign 
-of preſent Graces. 


1. PHE ſecond Face of the Bleſſed 
Communion looks towards the 
preſent Graces that attend the right uſe of 
it, firſt as a Figare, whereby God repre. 
ſents; ſecondly asa moral 1»ftrament where: 
by he'is pleaſed to convey them unto the 
Church. Firſt I fay it marks and fignifies 
theſe preſent Graces. For being of its ownlſ 
Nature a Sacrament, that is, a ſign of an 7 
vifible Grace , it muſt principally ſtand tc 
fignifte, and lead us to greater Bleflings.. - 


2, I 
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2. It is the ordinary way of God, when 
He either promiſes or beſtows on men a- 
ny conſiderable Bleffing, to confirm his 
word and his Gift with the addition of 
ſome Signs. For this I need not to al- 
ledge other Evidences than the Rainbow. 
the Burning Buſh, Abraham's Fxrnace, Gi- 
deon's Fleece, the Cload, the Ark ,&c. which 
for thoſe times were Sacraments of great 
Things. God commonly ſent no Pro- 
phets without giving them as it were a 
Sacramental Equipage , which could re- 
preſent in ſome degree the 24{age they 
had to deliver; witneſs the Hairy 2antles, 
the rent Garments, the Iron Ties, the Horns, 
ſometimes ſome kinds of Life or Geftare, 
wherein men might /ee before-hand the 
Charges and fad Predictions which they 
were to hear ſoon after. Our Saviour did 
obſerve this ſame method , when he laid 
his hands on Children, when he breathed 
upon his Diſciples, when he bad them to 
 anoint the Sick, and when he curſed rhe 
Fig-tree. All men by a natural inſtin& 
doe ſomewhat like this when they ſecond 
their Expreſſions with '{ome figns and 
motions of their Body, though they think 
of no Myſteries. So that you hardiy can 
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hear any man being ſomewhat earneſt and 
ferious upon any matter, whether of Re- 


queſt or Complaint, Submiſſion or Ex- 


cuſes, but you may ſee him at the ſame 
time either bowing the knee, or joining 
his hands, or uncovering his head, which 
Adts are, in a manner, civil and natural 
Sacraments, to confirm his expreſſion. 

3. The truth is, ſuch is-the diſpoſition 
of moſt men, that how ſtrongly foever 
they be perſuaded of the Truth which 
they hear, yet will they be far better 
wrought upon towards their own perſua- 
Hon when they ſee ſome ſigns of this 
truth : And though a true Iſraelice doubts 
not at all of the preſence of his God, nor 
a faithſa]l Diſciple of the promiſe given 
him that he ſhall receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
when Moſes and Chrift have once paſſed 
their Word for theſe two things , yer 
will their Faith be much frengthned : 
when one ſees the 4rk and the Chad , 
which were the Sacrament of that ; and 
when the other receives the Breath, which 
was the Sacrament of this. Now the My- 
ſtery of the Croſs, and- of the Salvation 
that follows it, is of that high and impor- 
eant nMture, as might juſtly oblige the _ 

0 
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of God to propoſe them to his Church in 
che moſt ſutable manner to work in men 
a deep impreſſion. Therefore as God 
himſelf in order to- ſatische Moſes more 
fully that his People ſhould not periſh, nor” 
{o much as diminith under the Thraldom- 
of Agypt;. ſhewed him a. Ba/ continu-- 
ing ſtill whole and entire in the mid(t off 
a great Fire: and in order they might be: 
more firmly perſuaded , that though they: 
were in 4 wilderneſs, they were under: 
God's prote&tion, he made them go alk 
the way under a Cod ; that whenſoever: 
there ſhould happen any ſtaggering in: 
their Belief, both Moſes and the People: 
might ſtrengthen it ; Moſes, by remem-- 
bring the By; and the People, by min- 
ding the C/oud - to the ſame purpole hath' 
Chriſt ordained ſome Vitible Signs in his- 
Church, to complete her common-Faith, and- 
to aſlure this truth to every one who comes: 
to him, that he ſhall be cleanſed from his 
{1ns, as certainly as it 15 certain he ſees- 
ſome water which is the ordinary. means. 
for waſhing : and that he ſhall be kept up, - 
and fed with a ſupply of all neceſſary Ble(- 
ſings , as certainly and really , as it is real -. 
+ þ certain he taſts and takes in this Bread . 

B. 4 and 
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and Wire, which are the ordinary means 
for preſerving our life and ſtrength. 

4. Belides, becauſe the Sacraments are 
deſigned not onely to perſuade us more 
ſtrongly of the truth and being of the 
Things , but alſo to acquaint us more fa- 
miliarly and ſenſibly with their Conditi- 
on and Nature; theſe Sacraments muſt 
have in their natzral conſtitzriion, ſome 
known Qualitics that make tiem fit for 
this Sacramertal Ojfice. Such izath the Wa- 
rer for example, which was ſo deſerved- 
ly choſen for the uſe of holy Baptiſm, be- 
cauſe of the proper virtue it hath of waſh- 
ing the things thet are fow], of reviving 
and refreſhing them that are dry, and of 
making fruirfull the barren. Hereupon 
S. Azouſtin ſays plainly, that unleſs the 
holy Sacraments had ſome ſuch agreement 
with the Hoh things, which they are ſet up 
to repreſent, they could not be Sacra- 
Tents at all, Epiſt, 2 3. ad Bonif. | 

5. So the bleſſed Communion is made 
of two ſuch Elements, as can forthwith 
expole to the ſight and ſenſe of all men 
the true ground of its Sacramental and 
fignificative Fun&ion. This Function is 
twofold; the firſt, to repreſent Chrifi's 

Suffe- 
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Sufferings : and the fecond, to repreſenr 
che Bleſſing and the Benefit which we 
receive from theſe Sufferings. The firſt, 
I fay, to repreſent thoſe Sufferings. This 
Bread and Wine could neither {uſtain nor 
refreſh me, had not their intrinſecal Sub- 
ſtance loft its firſt condition and eſtate : 
that is, if the one had never fallen under 
the Sickle, the Flail, the 12iltone, the Fire - 
and the other under the Hb, the Feer and 
the Pre/s of Husbandmen : Nor doth the 
Son of God fave me, but by 
* emptying himſelf in a man- * *Fuiwoor, - 
ner, fer a-while of his firſt ©. 2. 7. 
glory in Heaven: and by lo- 
{ing chat ſecond life which he had- taken : 
in Bethlehem, This Bleſſed Saviour is not 
a Saviour by the ſtrength of all the Mi- 
racles which he- did qe age nor by - 
any thing that he conld ſuffer , as-long as - 
He would keep himſelf alive, when he 
was made faſt to his Croſs. As the beſt 
Harveſt is not yet Bread, as long as it. 
ſtands in the Field : nor-is the beſt Corn 
Bread likewiſe as long as 'tis kept-whole- 
in the Flor ; both Corn and Harveſt be-- 
ing no more than antecedent Macrter for : 
man's Food. Jeſus living in Galilee, Jeſus - 
B 5 tea- 
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teaching about the Temple, Jeſus com- 
manding Storms and Waves when he did 
walk upon the Sea, if he had proceeded 
no farther, could not have been the Bread 
of life : it muſt be Jeſus offering, Jeſus 
cracified , . Jeſus dying : the grinding Mill 
and the burning Fire have of this Cory 
made me this Bread: and nothing leſs 
than Croſs, Wounds, Death, my Eord !. 
my God! could of thy deareſt Son make 
my Saviour ? 

6. I ſay, ſecondly, this Euchariſtical 
Bread is inſtituted to-repreſent the Fruit 
and benefit which we receive both at the 
Holy Table, and upon all other occaſions, 
from Chriſt's Sufferings, to wit , Aainte- 
nance and Improvement of life, As without 
Bread and Wine, or ſomething anſwe- 
able to it , the ſtrongeſt Bodies ſoon de- 
cay : fo without: the virtue of the Body 
2ad Bloud of Chriſt, the beſt and holie(t 
Souls muft infallibly ſtarve and periſh. 
The Body of the ord as it was- offered 
ap - to God in Sacrifice; is the Truth re- 
preſented by. the Paſſover : and as repre- 
{ſented to us at rhe Holy Communion, is 
the Truth and Accompliſhment. typified 
=y the: xa, The one is, as-it rs 
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Seed and the Original Principle whence we 
are bern : and the other, as the Bread where- 
with we /zve. That is to ſay, as Bread and © 
Wine do not produce, but keep up thar 
animal Life which another Cauſe hath 
produced : fo doth our Lord Jeſus by a 
neceſlary and continual /#pply of ſtrength - 
and Grace, repreſented by Bread and ine, | 
ſaſtain, improve-and fet forward that $p:- 
ritual Life and new Being, which He hath 
procured us by his Crols. 

7, For Jeſus, the ſecond Adam, being 
{eiz'd, as He hung on the Croſs, with that - 
deep f{lzep which God cauſed to fall upon - 
him, gave-this nei Being to his Church 
out of that /de which at his Pafſion was - 
opened : and the Bloud and Water, which + 
then guſhed out of his Wounds, are the - 
true Principles of life, by reafon of which - 


his ſpouſe, the Church, way be called Eve, . 3 


that is, true and everlaſting Liver. Before - 
the had this new original our of her Savi- 
our's Pafſion, ther Husband's ſleep; the by 
her old Extration was a very Daughter - 


of Death, and a Mother of ſuch Children - © 


as could pretend to no better Inheritance; 
than Curſe and Wrath, Epheſ. 2. 2. By the bk, 
courſe of Natme-our Life is-but alati __ 
| Lk Cid: 
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refs from Birth to Death: and by the 
courſe of God's Juſtice a {adder Motion, 
fuch as is that of condemned Perſons from 
Priſon to the Place of their Execution. 
Bur whilſt we were daily paſſing on to 
that moſt dreadful] Puniſhment , the Son 
of God look'd on us, and took our Con- 
demnation upon himſelf, and under it 
dyed in our ſtead. Thus by the Death and 
farisfation of this Victim Juſtice gave 
way to my Releaſe : God the Father for- 
gave my Sin, and God the Son procured 
my Life. This Grace is the firſt Purchaſe 
of Chriſt's Bloud., the firſt Irradiation of 
God's mercy, and the firſt Breath of ſpirt- 
tual Life in our Noſtrils. 

8; But, alas ! how ſoon would this firſt 
life varaſh away, were it not preſently 
followed and ſupported by a ſecond? how 
ſoon. would the removal of the former be 
fruſtrated by the commiſhon of other 
Sins! And ſince I am no ſooner born in 
fin than dead in it, how hard would it 
be without more help in this corrupted 
condition to keep dead-Lazarms from Rot- 
genneſs > Therefore the Body and Bloud 
of Chriſt once ſacrificed -on the Crofs, (to 
help this firſt ). procures a ſecond Lite F 
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that preſerves whomſoever it ſaves out of 
this ſtupid death in fin; it helps them put 
of the Puddle , where they did lye like 
Beaſts without ſenſe of danger or ſhame: 
and it quickens theſe rotten Trees for the 
producing of better Fruit. The firſt Life 
being opoſite to Condemnation and Eternal 
Puniſhment, belongs properly to the Bloud 
that hath ſatisfied Divine 7-ftice, and ſo 
removed Pumſhment : and the ſecond 5 
which is oppoſite to ſtupid and ſenflefs 
both falling into fin and lying in it, re- 
lates properly to the ater that after Pro- 
pitiation and Pardon waſhes and ſanCtifies 
the ſinner. Theſe two Lives are the two 
firſt Efluxes, which proceeded out of Je- 
{us Chriſt , when his Body was pierced : 
and both are inſeparable, as the Bioud and 
the Water were, which flowed together 
out of his fide. Let none, who finds him- 
| ſelf clean from the filth and ſpots of his 
fin be afraid of Puniſhment for them , 7 
have found a Ranſom for him, Job 3 3. 24. for 
the Water came not without the B/oxd. But 
let every one that hath a mind to be ſafe 
from Puni/hment which is taken off by the 
Bloud , ſeek for farther ſecurity in the pu- 
rifying of himſelf from all the — 
| O 
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of {in which the ater is to waſh away: 
for the Bloud came not without water, 
Chriſt came not by Bloud alone , bat by Water 
and Bloud, 1 Joh. 5. 6. | 
9, Over and above theſe two Lives, 
whereof. one conlifts- in Pardow:and remo- 
val of Puniſhment 3 the other in Sa»@ifi- 
catios, and enlivens us from dead works; 
{ſo as not- thenceforward to deſerve it as 
before; there remains beſides; a third Zife, 
which conſiſts in an- abſolute Redemption 
from Death and other Miferies. This life; 
as to the ſure Title and Right, is, together 
with the two other, purchaſed by the ſame 
Sacrifice; bur as to the real-uſe and poſ- 
ſeflion, it is reſerved for us in Heaven, and 
there hid with Chriſt in God, Colof. 3. 3: 
Untill ic be revealed we appear as if we 
were dead, theſe two Jewels lying in, and 
being wrapped about, with the dark Veils 
of humane Mortality , till that Chriſt be- 
coming unto us actual Rearmprion,-as well 
as actual 7«/tice , and actual Sanfification ; 
this third.life ſucceeds to break the Cloud. 
10, Now the bleſſed Saviour being by 
his. Sacrifice the Authour.and: Giver -of 
theſe three Lives, ſhews hinelf by this 
Sacrament. to be the Preſerver of Ry 
alſo 2 
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allo : and to this pages ſets up a Table 
by his Altar, where he engages moſt ſo- 
lemnly to feed and nourt(h our Souls with 
the conſtant ſupply of his Mercies to the 
very day of eternal Salvation, as really as 
he gives and we receive theſe Elements 
of Bread and Wine , which are the uſual 
means of ſuſtaining mortal Bodies untill 
the end of this ſhort Life. 145 Father wor- 
 keth hitherto, and I work: with him, Joh.s. 17. 
God the Father reſted indeed upon the 
ſeventh. day from the work of Creating, 
and God the Son at the ſame day from the 
work of Suffering - but neither of them 
wall reſt till the day of Redemption from 
the work of Preſerving , both what the 
Creation hath produced , and what the 
Paſſion hath ſaved. In the firſt Creation 
there is a Man, and a Woman made of the 
Fleſh, and as it were of the-very Wounds 
of. her Husband : and there- you find'a 
Free planted to maintain both their life 
and ſtrength. In the Deliverance -of Za 
2pt , here is a People ſaved by the Sacri- 
fice of the Paſſover ; - and leſt ſo many 
reſcued out-of Egypt ſhould faint and 
ſarve in the.Peſart, there you ſee-an An- 
gel leading.them the way with his Light; 
keeping. 
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keeping them cool under the ſhadow of 
his Cloud, and feeding them through al] 
their journey with a miraculous ſort of 
Meat. Jeſus is both in the original and 
progreſs of Salvation the Truth foreſhew- 
ed by theſe Figures. When he dyed up- 
on the Croſs, there he fulfilled that which 
had been ſhadowed forth both by the 
Sleep and Wound of Adam, and by the 
killing of paſchal Lambs: and when he 
feeds from Heaven with a continual Effu- 
fion of Bleffing thoſe ſouls and lives which 
he hath been pleaſed to redeem by the ef- 


fuſion of his own Blond, He is the Truth- 


both of the Tree and of the Angel, which 
were appointed, the one to maintain Man, 
and the other to keep 7/-ael, 

11, Chriſt relates to theſe four Figures 
as the Body which fulfills them: and the 
Holy Communion relates to them on the 
other ſide, as an Avztit»pe, that is, as one 
Image may relate to another, all to ex- 
preſs the ſame object. Upon-the breaking 


the one and poxring out the other of theſe 


conſecrated Elements, you ſee what Chriſt 
hath ſuffered, as upon the wound of Adam, 
and the death of the Paſſover, Abel, Enoch, 
and ae! might partly ſee what he rp 

uffer : 


and Sacrifice. 33 


ſuffer: And upon the nouriſhing nature 
of this Bread you ſee that which others 
have ſeen in the Tree of life; and in the 
Angel raining down Manna , what He 
would give. But this is the advantage of 
the Holy Communion above all the an- 
cient Figures. Adam with his open Side, 
and all Sacrifices with their Bloud , did 
foretell onely Chriſt's Paſſion : and the 
Tree of life with all its fruir, and the 
Angel with all his Food did foretell oge- 
ly his preſerving Grace: whereas this Sa- 
crament alone repreſents both his Paſſion 
and Preſerving, and beſides theſe, another 
great Myſtery, by their mutual dependen- 
cy. What we take and eat, is made of 
a Subſtance cut , bruiſed and put to the 
fire; that ſhews my. Saviour's Paſhon : 
and it was uſed in that manner that it may 
afford me wholeſome food ; that ſhews 
the Benefit which both he gives and I 
receive out of this dreadfull Paflion. The 
Angels enjoy ſuch an immortalicy , and 
wear ſuch Crowns as coſt God nothing, 
but the pain he took to give them : ours 
Were more pretious and coſtly than ſo: Our 

inheritance in Heaven is not leſs than 4- 
keldamab, a Poſſeſſion bought with Cons 

oud. 
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Bloud. In this Sacrament here is Death 
repreſented, there Life; the Life is mine, 
the Death my Saviour's: and, O blefled 
Teſus, this my Life comes ont of thy Death, 
and the Salvation which I hope for, is 
purchaſed with all the Pain and Agonies 
which thou didſt ſuffer. 

12, Here elchiſedeck' and Aaron wait 
upon Jeſus Chriſt at his Table; as 42ſes 
and Elias did on the Mount : theſe two 
great Prieſts ſtand to foreſhew, what 
Chriſt alone' is to perform. For there is 
Aaron the Prieſt with Blond , and here 
Melchiſedeck with Bread. There Aaron 


' breaks, ſheds and deſtroys : here. 2delchi- 


ſedeck feeds and bleſſes. Nay, both are one 
in Jeſus Chriſt. Firſt, Chriſt appears to 


| ſacrifice (upon the Croſs ) as Aaron did 


at his Altar , with Fleſh and Bloud:- and 
as in elchiſedeck's caſe and” figure}, . with 
his own Fleſh, and his own Bloud. Then 
as Aaron did uſe to enter once every year 
into the SantZzary, Chriſt once for all is 
aſcended into Heavez thence to bleſs us;. 
A&.3.26; Andthis bleſling, is the ſtrength, 
the Food and Refreſhment, which 24e/chi- 
ſedeck brought in a figure z that with the 
kelp - of theſe good Things-both —_— 
an 
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and his Followers, that is, all ſincere Chri- 
ſtians may cheerfully go. on their way 
notwithſtanding their own. weakneſs, and 
all the dangers of their life. Thus here is a 
double Blefſing which I wait for ; both 
what Aaron ſhewed by his Bloxd, and what 
Aelchiſedeck (hewed by his Bread, 


T3. Authour of my Salvation, and 
of theſe Myſteries which expreſs tt, 
beſtow on me theſe two Bleſſings , 
which this Sacrament ſhews toge- 
ther , Grace for Grace, Mercy, and 
ſtrength to keep Mercy. Floſanna , 
O Son of David, ſave and preſerve. 
. Save me, that I may not fall un- 
der the hand of the Deſtroyer ; and 
preſerve me, that after this Salva» 
tion 1 never fall by my own hand, 
But keep and ſet forward in me, not- 
withſtanding all mine infirmities, the 
work of thy faithfull Mercies. Grant 
that 1 may not increaſe my Guilt , 
by my abufing of what thou gaveſt. 
My Saviour ,, my Preſerver , give me 


always 
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always what thou grveſt once. Cre- 


ate a new heart within me, but bleſs 


and keep what Thou createſt : and 
zncreaſe more aud mire what Thau 
planteſt. O Son of God and Tree of 
Life , feed with thy ſap this tender 
Branch, which without thee cannot 
but wither : and ſtrengthen in thee 
a bruiſed Reed, which without thee 
cannot but fat. - Father of everla- 
ſting Compaſitons , forfake not in the 
Wilderneſs a feeble Ifraclite, whom 
thou haſt brought a little way out of 
Egypt: And let not this poor Soul 
of mine, which thou haſt Bleſſed 
with ſome deſires, aud helped awhile 
with ſome tendency toward an Fter- 
nal Salvation , ever faint and fall 


from the right way. The Angel in 
the Wilderneſs could undoubtedly rain 


as much Manna, as the Paſchal 
Lambs could ſhed Bloud ; Feſu, the 
Truth both of thoſe Lambs and of 
that Anzel, Thou art as able to 

perfect 
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perfett me with thy Bleſſings out of 


thy Throne, as thoa wert to redeem 
me by thy Sacrifice on thy Croſs. 
Jeſa, Authour , Objeft and Truth of 
this which by thine appointment [ 
am bidden now to take, perform in me 
what thou doſt ſhew; Eternal Life by 
thoſe. Sufferings ; for here is the Body 
broken ; give alſo flrength and nou- 
riſhment for this ſame Lite : For here 
2s the Bread of Heaven. 


Amen. 


Sefton 
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Section I V. 


Concerning the Communion, as it ts not 4 Rex 
preſentation onely, bat a Means of Grace, 


1.T Ttherto we have conſidered this ho- 

ly Sacrament, firſt as a ſtanding 
Memorial of that Paſſion, wherein Chriſt 
Jeſus once offered himſelf up to. God as a 
Sacrifice: and ſecondly as a fiz» of that 
nutritive and corroborative Grace ( the 
true Eflux of that Sacrifice) by which 
ſign he daily offers himſelf ro us under the 
notion of feat. For his Fleſh is meat in- 
deed, and his Blond is drink indeed, Joh. 6. 5 5, 
And I ingenuouſly confeſs that the moſt 


general uſe of the bleſſed Communion 


runs upon theſe two Notions: and that 
theſe two main Reſemblances between 
the Bread, and Chriſt's Body, which qua- 
lifie the conſecrated Bread (and the con- 
ſecrated Wine in the ſame manner) to 
bear the Character of a Sacrament, do 
likewiſe ſufficiently qualifte it, to bear-a- 
nother honour, which it enjoys, of bein 
called the Lord's Body, However it is mo 
certain, that when the Fathers _ - lo, 
whiC 
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(which Chriſt himfelf raught them to do) 
they juſtifie both His and their ſpeech up- 
on the account of reſemblance : and of this 
commerce, (moſt uſual between Repreſex- 
tations, and objects repreſented) of enter- 
changing their own names, reade the 2 3. 
Epiſt. of St. Azguſt. ad Bonif. 

2. So for example, in the Prophetick 
Vifens and Dreams, which moſt common- 
ly were nothing elſe than extemporary 
Sacraments of Things then revealed by 
God, thoſe are moſt conſtantly ſaid to be 
theſe. The ſeven Ears of Corn are ſeyen 
ears, by the interpretation of 7o/epb, Gen. 
41,26, The ſeven Stars are ſeven Angels, 
in the Revelation of St. 7h» 1. 20. The 
Sower is the Son of man, the Tares are the 
wicked, the Harveſt is the end of the Warld, 
in the Parables of Jeſus Chriſt, 24atth. 1 3. 
37, 38, 39. If by chance we meet with 
Pictures, that repreſent the Tabernacle, 
or the Ornaments of Aaron; we uſually 
ſay, pointing at ſome of theſe Figures, 
This is the outward Court, this is the 
Sanctuary, here is the brazen Altar, and 
there you {ee the plate of pure Gold, that 
none was allowed to wear, except the 
High Prieſt of 1/-ae/: juſt as walking wn 
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the Palices and Galleries of great Per- 
ſons, we ſay without thinking to ſpeak 
improperly, that we have ſeen the twelve 
Sibyls, the twelve Ceſars, the Temple of 
Epheſws, &'c. that is, the Repreſentations 


of all theſe, Now 'tis certain that no Vi- 


fions nor Images have ever been more in- 
tended for this end of Repreſenting, than 
the true Sacraments have been; therefore 
it were moſt unreaſonable to think, that 
theſe ſacred Images ſhould want thart pri- 
vilege which all other ( alchough caſual 
and profane) are allowed to have, viz. to 
take the name of their Obje&ts. Nay, 
fince the Paſchal! Lamb, the C ro" 
and the Baptiſm have it (for one is called 
the Paſſover, the other the Covenant, and 
che other the B«rial of Chriſt) why ſhould 
the Holy Communion be without it ? Be- 


 fides it is not conceivable that Chriſt, who 
| had yet in his hands that Paſchal Bread 


which was called by the Jews the Bread 
of Aﬀiiction which their Fathers did eat in E- 


gt , becauſe it was the Memorial of it, 


may not be underſtood after the ſame 


manner, when a moment after He calls it 
his Body. 


3. Ne- 


— 
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3. Nevertheleſs, although the literal 
and immediate ſenſe of theſe Words 7hzs 
75 my Body, Comes to no more ; as, Tertwulli- 
an, and S. Augs/tin with many more have 
in expreſs terms declared : and as all an- 
cient Liturgies muſt needs underſtand it, 
whenſoever they call the Euchariſt, Tzpe, 
Image, or Figure; for the proper and im- 
mediate uſe of Images is to repreſent things. 
If they chance alſo to have them in them- 
ſelves, or to convey them over to others, 
it is upon another account, as being veſſels 
or utenſils, ec. which office is extrinſe- 
cal to Sacraments; Nevertheleſs I ſay the 
end of the bleſſed Communion , the exi- 
gency and pious deſire of Communicants, 
and the ſtrength of other Places of Scrip- 
ture require a great deal more in the Eu- 
chariſt than a mere emorial or Repreſen= 
tation, 

4. 1. The proper end of the holy Communion 3 
which is to make us partakers of Chriſt in 
another manner and degree, when with 
faith and repentance we take and taſte 
thoſe holy Myſteries, than when with the 
like diſpoſitions we do hear the Holy Go- 
ſpel. 2. The Exigency, and honeſt defire of 
Communicants; Who ſeek no more for a 
2: IE C bare 
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bare Repreſentation or Remembrance of 
Chriſt crucified, at this Holy Table, than 
Mary and other devout women did for 
winding Sheets or Napkins about his 
Grave. I want and ſeek my Saviour him- 
ſelf: and I watch for all the opportunities 
of coming to his Sacrament, for the ſame 
purpoſe, that once made St. Peter and St. 
pe run fo faſt to his Sepulchre z becauſe 

hope to find him there. 3. Laſtly, che 


'full ſenſe and importance of other Places in 


Scripture, which allow the Holy Commu- 
nion a much greater Yertue than is that of 
repreſenting onely. The Cup -of Bleſſing 
-which we bleſs, is it not the:Communion of the 
Blond of Chriſt? 1 Cor. 10, 16, For whe- 
ther the word which we render Communion, 
be taken in an.a&#:ive ſenſe, as 'tis often 


| for Communication; the holy Euchariſt is a 


means of communicating the Bloud of 
Chriſt: or though we take it but in a »e- 
ter and intraxyſitive ſenſe; yet the holy Eu- 
chariſt- will be ſtill a Myſtery, wherein 
-oneway or other true Chriſtians ſhall find, 
nota Commemoration or Repreſentation 
-onely, but a Communion alſo with the 
Bloud ſo repreſented and remembred. 


5. The 
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5. The real Efficacy which the holy 
Communion hath to convey Grace and 
Bleſſing on the true Chriſtian Receiver, 
is evidently demonſtrated by the oppoſite 
Efficacy it hath to convey a Curſe and De- 
ſtruction on the Profane. 1hoſcever, ſays 
St. Paul, eats of this Bread unworthily, eats 
damuation to himſelf. Now certainly this 
would be as much to think »»worthily as 
to eat #nworthily of this holy Bread, to 
think it might be really pernicious when 
it is abuſed, but not really bliſsfull and 
faving in its right uſe 3 and that this Bread, 
which we eat of, ſhould be an efefnal 
Communion to procure death, but mere- 
ly Sacrawental onely to ſhew, and not to 
procure Salvation. S. Pam! ſets out the 
character of the unworthy Communicant, 
by net diſcerning the Lord's Body: and there- 
by declares him ga:lty of the verybody and bloud 
of Chriſt. That is to ſay, that whoſoever 
offers to abuſe this Sacrament, plunges 
himſelf into their Crime, who have abu- 
ſed Chriſt himſelf: and that that Villain 
goes hand in hand with 7«das, with Plate, 
with both Jews and Romans who mur- 
thered Him. What therefore can be 
thought of thoſe good Souls, who ap- 

2 proach 
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-proach to this Sacrament with faith, hu- 
mility and a trembling Reverence, but 


that they will return home as much Juſti- 


fied and full of grace after their devour, as 


the other ſhall full loaded with Damnati- 


on, after their impious uſage : and that 


God will be as merciful] in reckoning thoſe 


among the Righteous Mary, 7oſeph, Nico- 
demus, as He is Juſt againſt theſe, when 
upon this account he (huts up their Souls 
with the Sinners that in very deed crucified 
him. And God forbid that the Body of 


Chriſt, who came to ſave, not deſtroy, 


thould not diffuſe as much of its Savoxr of 


life for the life and ſalvation of devour 


Souls, as it doth, of its Sawoar of Death for 


the Death of the Impious. 2 Cor. 2. 16. 
6, The manner of this real Communi- 
cation and Conveyance, is the great un- 


fathomable Myſtery, which the Holy Fa- 


thers have ever admired : and which 
therefore we neither need, nor do take 
upon us to explain. The Shepherds think 
themſelves happy with the Meflage 
brought to them by an Angel, This aay is 
born to you a Savionr, Luke 2. 11. though 
they. know nothing of the way of his moſt 
miraculous Birth : and thehoneſt Iſraelites 
oug 
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ought not to receive Manna leſs thankful- 
ly (as they do not leſs effettually) though 
they know neither of what matter, nor 
by what means the Heavens, the Air, or 
the Clouds can thus every: morning (hed 
about their Tents this ſtrange Meat. TI 
muſt not wonder if the ways of the Lord 
be unknown to me in his Miracles, ſince- 
they are {ſo very often in his moſt ordina-- 
' ry works. And if David, though a Pro-: 
phet, cannot think upon that natural vir-- 
rue, which makes Bones and Veins every: 
day out of that (ſeed, that is apparently 
nothing like to all theſe parts of Man's 
body, but he cries ont 1 have been ſtrange- 
ly and wonderfully made! P1. 139.13; Who 
am 1I to pretend: to a clear underſtanding . 
of that hidden and incomprehentible wiſe- 
dom, wherewith God -is pleaſed to make 
out of Water, Or tine, Ot Bread (in them--: 
ſelves weak Elements) ſtrong and ſuper- 
natural Organs for Mens - Souls and fal-- 
yation ? = 
7, It is true indeed, that Bread, Wine : 
and Water can without much adoe come 
up fo high as to become: a Sacrament to - 
fenifie : ſince the At of ſignifying depends 
merely on /»/titation, Yet this inſtitution, 
$55 ſuch 
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ſuch as may make a Sacrament, muſt needs 
proceed both from a Divine and Almighty | 
Origine. D#vine, I ſay; to give a ſacred 
Character: and Almighty withallz to juſti- 
fie and maintain it. For example, after 


the Floud no man or Angel had authority 


tO make of the Rainbow a Myſtery, thar 
ſhould {ignite the world's preſervation 
from drowning : and if either Men or An- 
gels had taken on them that Liberty, none 
of them had the power to make it true ; 
that is, to make it a ſtanding infallible E- 
vidence that the world ſhall never periſh 
by water. So in the Church neither A- 
poſtles nor Biſhops have any more __ 
to confer either upon the water of Baptiſm, 
or upon' the Bread and ine of the Holy 
Communion, a Sacramental or repreſen- 
tative Office, than they have power to 
make good their Repreſentation by con- 
{erring the Bleſſings promiſed by it. And 
it is ſpecially to this purpoſe, that moſt 


_ of the Expreſſions and Epiphonemas of 


the holy DoRoutrs are to be underſtood , 
when they ſtand ſometimes amazed ar the 
infinite Power of God, either in the In- 
ſtitution , or the uſe of theſe Myſteries : 
God alone being able to raiſe wy c 

oud, 
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Bloud, or any thing elſe to the order of . 


Sacraments, But to raiſe them a ſtep higher, 
that is to the Dignity of Randing for true 
Means and Inſtruments, which may COnVey 
on us thoſe Graces, which by their pro- 
per inſtitution they repreſent; there is the 
Finger of God od fs and there is a fit- 
ter matter for mens admiration, than mens 

knowledge. | 
8. Here then I come to God's Altar 
with a ful lperſuaſton that theſe words, This 
75 my Body, promiſe me more than a figure : 
that this holy Banquet is not a Repreſenta- 
tion made of outward ſhews without ſub- 
ſtance: and thar'it is not fo dangerous a 
Myſtery but that the Religious uſe of 
it may convey to me (at the leaſt) as ma- 
ny, and as great Bleſſings, as the profane 
abuſe of it may throw on the Abuſer 
Plagues and Curſes. But how theſe My- 
| ſteries become in my behalf the ſuperna- 
tural Inſtruments of ſuch Bleſſings 3 -it is 
enough for me to admire. One thing I 
know (as {aid the blind man after he had 
received his ſight. St. John 9. 25.) he laid 
Clay upon mine Eyes, and behold 1 ſee. He hath 
bleſſed and given me this Bread, and my 
Soul received Comfort. 1 verily believe 
G4 that 
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that Clay hath nothing in it ſelf, that could 
have wrought ſuch a Miracle, as 1-ae/ ne- 
ver {aw the like: AndI know as much of 
this Bread,that it is not ſuch a Jewel as may 
contain in its ſubſtance, or impart from it 
ſelf ro others, Grace, Holineſs and Salva- 
tion, which is the juice and the ſubſtance - 
of Chriſt's Body. Onely I am perfectly 
ſatisfied that 'tis the conſtant way of God, 
to produce his greateſt Works, at the pre- 
{ence (though not by the virtue) of the 
moſt uſeleſs inſtruments. Ar the very 
ſtroke of a Rod, He parted once in two 
the red Sea. At the blowing ſome Trum- 
pets, He tumbled down maſly ſtrong walls. 
At ſome few waſhings in 7ordan, he cured 
Naaman of a Plague, which naturally was 
incurable: and as foon as but a ſhadow did 
paſs by, or ſome Oil was dropped down, 
or ſome Cloaths were touchr, preſently 
virtue went out, not of Rods, or Trumpets, 
or ſhade, or Cloaths, but of Himſelf. Y:-- 
tHe, ſays he, 1s gone out of me : and thus he 
cured the fick, &c. Since then he hath in- 
ſtituted and adopted unto himſelf the Sa- 
craments of the Goſpel, as the Reprefen- 
tative of his Sacred Body and Bloud: why 
may he not take the ſame courſe for the 

diſpen- 


Fl 
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diſpenſing of his Mercies, at the uſe of his 
Ordinances? and why ſhould not his very 
Body. pour out Effuſions of life as wel! 
when we take in his Sacraments, as whe 
others did touch his Cloaths, which ſure- 
ly-had leſs Privilege ? | 

* 9. Under the Law, the Right hand of 
the Lord had the preeminence, the Righc 
hand of the Lord brought theſe mighty 
Things to paſs, either when the red Sea 
opened a way for 1/-ae/, or when the Rock 


of Horeb powred Rivers to refreſh them: - 


Now under the Goſpel, it is Chriſt him- 
ſelf with his Body and Bloud once offered 
ro God upon the Croſs, and ever ſince 


ſtanding before him in Heaven as the Lamb + 


" ſlain, Rev.5.6.who fills his Church continu- 
ally with the Propitiations and Perfumes 
of his Sacrifice, when after the receiving 
of the holy Sacrament, fairhfull Commu- 
nicants return home richer than they came, 


with the firſt fruits of Salvation. For Bap- 


tiſmal Water, and conſecrated Bread and 
ine, Can contribute no more to it, than 


the Rod of Moſes, or the Oil of the Apo- - 


ſtles did , which was .no more than their 


Moation and their Preſence, But: yet ſince - 


theſe ſimple Motions and inconfiderable 


G5. Preſen-:. 
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Preſences are ſo cloſely attended by Chriſt's 
inſtitution and working, that he is pleaſed 
to attribute to them the Bleſſing wrought 
out by himſelf, 1 Per. 3. 21. O my God 
whenſoever thou wilt bid me, go aud waſh 
in Jordan, or be baptiſed and waſh away thy 
fn, 1 will doubt no more to be made clean 
either of my Leproſte, or of my Sins, than 
if - I had been bathed in thy Bloud: And 
whenſoever thou wilt be pleaſed to ſay 
unto me, £0, take and eat this Bread, 
which I have bleſſed, and which now I 
have given thee, I will doubt no more of 
being fed with the true bread of Life, than 
if I were eating thy very Fleſh. 

10, In this manner faithfull Communi- 
cants.eat as effeftually of the Body of Je- 
ſus Chriſt by receiving its ſtrength and vir- 
tue, as the Saints eat of the Tree of life, 
Rev. 22, 2, becauſe they eat the Fruit of 
that Tree : or 1/-ae/ did drink of the Rock, 
x Cor, 10, 4. becauſe they did drink of the 
ſtream that flowed from it. Once my Sa- 
viour could ſay, that ſome Body had tou- 


'ched him, though they had touched bur 


his Cloaths, becauſe-a woman had rea- 
ched both her Faith and her Hand fo near 
as to be healed by the divine warmth and 

virtue 


vittue that proceeded then out of him, as 
if ſhe had touched his-very Fleſh. The 
truth is, wereally touch, have or enjoy the 
thing it ſelf, when we are within that di- 
ſtance, where we may enjoy its virtue. So 
the Church was clothed with the Sun, Rev. 
3. 1, becauſe ſhe had all about Her its 
Brightneſs: and by the Holy Baptiſm we 
are ſaid to put on Chriſt ; Galat. J. 27. be- 
cauſe we then receive the Robes of his 
Righteouſneſs, and that which was typi- 
fied by that Garment which God made of 
Skins (which implies the death of Victims) 
to cover Adam's Nakednelſs. 

11. This Victim having been offered 
up both in the falneſs of times, and in the 
midſt of the habitable World, which pro- 
perly is Chriſt's great Temple, and thence 
being carried up to Heaven which is his 
proper Sanctuary , thence he- ſpreads all 
about us Salvation, as the Burnt offering 
did its ſmoke: as the Golden Altar did its 
Perfumes: and as the burning Candleſtick 
its Lights. And thus Chriſt's Body and 
Bloud have every where, but eſpecially at 
the Holy Communion a moſt true and real 
Preſence, When he offered himſelf upon 
Earth, the Vapour of his Attonement 

| went 
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went up, .and darkned the very Sun : and 
by renting the great Veil, it clearly ſhew- 
ed he had made a way into Heaven. Now 
fince He is gone up to Heaven, thence he 
ſends down on Earth the Graces that ſpring 
continually both from his everlaſting Sa- 
crifice and from the continual Intercefſions 
which attend it. So that it is in vain to 
ſay, who will go ap into Heaven ? (1nce with- 
out either aſcending or deſcending, this 
ſacred Body of Jeſus fills with Artone- 
ment and Blefling the remoteſt Parts of 
this Temple. 
12, Of theſe Bleſſings, Chriſt from a- 
bove is pleaſed to difpenſe ſometimes 
more, ſometimes leſs, into theſe Iferiour 
Cenrts of the People, either according to the 
ſeveral degrees of their Faith , or accor- 
ding to the ſeveral ways and times which 
He hath appointed to them , for preſen- 
ting themſelves nearer to Him. All Wor- 
ſhippers do not come to him with the 
ſame Faith: nor have all ſeaſons and 
ways, (though approved and appointed by 
Him ) the ſame or equal Privilege: And 
his Ordinances in the Church, .as well as 
his Stars in Heaven, differ in Glory -one 
from another. Faſting, Prayer, Hearing We 
| eng 
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the Word, publick and private Services, 
and all like holy Duties, are all very good 
Veſlels to draw water from this Well of 
Salvation: but yet they are not all equal. 
The blefled Communion muſt exceed as 
much in Bleffings, when well uſed, as it 
exceeds in danger of a Curſe, when it is 
not. 7: places, ſays God, where I record 
my name , there will 1 come to thee, and bleſs 
thee, Exod. 20. 24. But in thoſe Places and 
Ordinances which He hath in eſpecial 
manner ſet out to record his Paſſion, and to 
renew the Sacrifice of his Body ; he will 
certainly come with ſuch a fulneſs of Ble{ 
{ings as attend this Sacred Body , which 
is the proper Seat of Bleſſings: the Bread 


which we do break being the Communi- 


on of his Body: juſt as the eating of V»- 
leaved Loaves were ( out of feruſalem ) the 
Communion to the Paſſover, which was 
the Type of Chriſt crucihed. Chrif# oxr 
Paſſover, ſays the Apoltle, 5 ſacrificed for 
” : therefore let us keep the Feaſt,&C. 1 Cor. 
Fe 7, 8. 

12, Our life in general is the time of 
this Feſtival : and the bleſled Communi- 
on is. the Bread and Wine of the banquet. 
Therefore as they of 7/7ae!, who for ſome 
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lawfall impediment could not eat the 
Lamb in 7er»/alem, nor durſt, becauſe of 
the Law, ſacrifice and eat it at home; had 
nevertheleſs the Benefit both of the Paſl- 
over and other Holy Things of the 
Temple , by virtue of private Feaſtings , 
which they were allowed to keep with 
unleavened Bread and bitter Herbs in the 
Conntrey. Our Euchariſtical eating ſup- 
plies now this very Office: and derives 
on worthy Communicants, as far as their 
Salvation is concerned , the virtue of 
Chriſt's Sacrifice , in as large and ſaving 
2 manner as if they were preſent at His 
Altar, and at the hour of his Paſſion. The 
Lord bleſs thee out of hzs boly Seat, For then 
it was the kindneſs of the Lord towards 
his firſt People ( as certainly He hath no 
leſs mercy for the ſecond ) virtzath to dif- 
fuſe the Propitiation and ſtrength of Holy 
Things from his Palace, into their Tents 
and to bleſs them both inherenth with all 
the Graces, and imputatively with all the 
Right, which could be conferred on them 
whole fault "tis not, if they cannot either 
eat the Paſſover near the Temple, or wait 
upon Chriſt at his Crols. 


13. Thus 
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13: Thus this great and Holy Myſtery 
extends and communicates the Death of 
the Lord, both as offering himſelf to God, and 
as. giving himſelf to Men, As he offered 
himſelf to God, it enters me both into 
that myſterial Body, which is reputed as 
dead with Chriſt ; and into their Society, 
Privilege and Communion , for whom 
He was pleaſed to dye : it ſets me among 
the pretious ſtones of Aaron's Ephod, Exod. 
28. cloſe to the Breaſt, and on the very 
ſhoulders of that Eternal Prieſt , whilſt 
he offers up himſelf and intercedes for his 
ſpiritual rae! : and by this means it con- 
veys to me the Communion 4 his Suffering, 
Phil. 3. 10. whence will infallibly proceed 
another Communion in all his Graces and 
Glories. Under the ſecond notion, as He 
offers himſelf to Man; the holy Euchariſt 
15, after the Sacrifice for fin, the true Fe- 
ſtival and Sacrifice of Peace offerings, and 
the Table purpoſely ſet up to receive thoſe 
Mercies that are ſent down from the 4/- 
tar. Take, and eat, this is my Body which was 
broken for you. And this is the Bloud that was 
ſhed for yon. - : 

14, Here then I wait at the Lord's Ta- 
ble, that both ſhews me what an pot, 
who 


56 . The Chriſtian Sacrament 


who had Heavea for his School, had the 
greateſt mind to ſee and learn; and of- 
fers me the richeſt Gift that a Saint can 
receive on Earth, the Lord fe/+4s cracifued, 


Amen, Feſu, my Lord and my God, 


give me all this which Thou ſheweſt ; 


and grant withall that I may both 
devoutly take , and faithfully keep, 
what Thou art pleaſed to give. Bleſs 
this thine own Ordinance, and make 
zt of a true Sign, an effetual Means 
of thy Grace : then bleſs and ſanttifie 
my Heart alſo, and make it a fit 
Temple for thy Mercies. Certainly 
Thou wilt deal with me in theſe thy 
Myſterzes , O God of Truth, accor- 
ding to thy faithfulneſs; but diſpoſe 
alſo my heart ſo towards the right 
uſing of them, that I may ſafely wiſh 
it may be done according to my Faith. 
O Father which art in Heaven, here : 
T offer up to thee my Soul, and thou 
offereſt to me thy Son. The Oblation 
which 
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which 7 make, is alas an unclean ha- 
bitation to receive the Holy One of 
Iſrael: and a Tent infeitted with Le- 
profie, therein to Lodge the Saint of 
the Lord. Come in nevertheleſs , 
come in high and Eternal Prieſt, but 
waſh thy houſe at thy coming. Let 
uo il} ſavour of the Grave, no more 
than that of Lazarus, keep thee ſo 
far from the Sepulchre, and from the 
vile condition wherein T lie, but that 
thy power with thy Voice , and thy | 
Bloud with thy Sacrament, may reach 
to me to raiſe me up: And let noue 
of thoſe uncleanneſſes, that after the 
Law of Moſes, did defile them who 
came too near, keep off the great 
Saint of the Lord from touching , 
and healing me. Evil Spirits enter 
ſometimes into ſwept Hou- 
ſes, to make them foul *. * Math. 12. 
8 547, O Zoly and hallows 
ing Spirit of God' draw nigh to my 
Soul, which of it ſelf is foul already, 
| FA] 
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to make it clean. I am a poor ſinful, 
and, unleſs thou help, a loſt perſon ; 
but yet ſuch as I am, finfull aud loft, 
T wait for thy Salvation. Come in, 
O Lord, with thy Salvation to a dy- 
ng Man, to make him whole; to a 
finner tyed hand and foot with the 
bonds of iniquity, to releaſe him : to 
one who confeſſes his fins, to abſolve 
him. Finally come in, my Saviour, 
as thou didſt to the Publican, both to 
make me better and to ſave me. O- 
| bet this day Salvation come to this 
Houſe. Amen. 
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Section V. 


Of the Bleſſed Communion as being a Pledge of 
the Happineſs and Glory to come, 


7 HE bleſſed Communion opens 
{uch a Treaſure of Blefſings on 

the two ſides which look towards the paſt 
or preſent Time, (as I have conſidered it) 
as it may very well take up both all the 
eyes of Cherubins in beholding the My- 
ſeries, and all the hands of the numerous 
I{raelites in gathering up all the Manna, 
that it contains : yet it hath one other 
ſide or proſpe& more, which goes beyond 
the two former as much as the future Bleſ- 
ſings exceed the preſent, and as the Glo- 
ry, which we hope for, exceeds the ſmall 
degree of grace, which we poſſeſs. The 
blefled Communion which is a ſpecial In- 
ſtrument ordained of Chriſt, both to pre- 
ſent a new ( as to our uſe) his Paſſion, 
and to convey on us the preſent Graces 
which flow out of this Paſſion, doth there 
withall aſſure us likewiſe of all the Happi- 
neſs to come, whereof the received Graces 
are a 'hopefull Zar»ef, and this ——_ 
| under - 
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under this third: notion, is a certain Pleage. 

2. Now, thongh what'is given before- 
hand for Earneſt, and what is engaged by 
way of Pledge , come all to one , in Point 
of Validity and obligingneſs: yet they 
Quite differ many times both in their uſe 
and in their intrinſecal value. Whence it 
comes to paſs, that Earzefts-may be allow- 
ed > aceonnt for part of that Payment 
which is promiſed ; whereas Pledges are 
recalled and taken back ; as the Seal and 
Staff.of 7uda once were, Gen. 38. Thus for. 
example, Zeal, Charity and theſe degrees 
of Holineſs which God beſtows at the uſe 
of holy Sacraments, will remain ſtill ours: 
in Heaven, and there make part of our 
Happineſs ; whereas the Sacraments them- 
ſelves ſhall be kept back, and ſhall not 
appear more in Heaven than did the Clou- 


dy Pillar in Canaan, or do now the ſha- 


dows of the Law under the time of the 
Goſpel. Certainly we ſhall have no need, 
either of theſe ſacred Images of Chriſt , 
when we ſhall ſee him face to face, or of 


' theſe Pledges to aflure us of that Glory, 


which is to be revealed;, when we ſhall 
actually poſſeſs it. But till that day, the 
holy Communion hath this third ule, 

namely, 


and Sacrifice. 6x 


namely , -of being a Pledge and an Afſlu- 
rance from the Lord, that in his good 
time he will crown us with Everlaſting 

Happineſs. | 
3. Our bleſſed Saviour pointed art it 
when he ſaid to his Diſciples , the-Holy 
Cup being in his hand, that he would 
drink no more of that Fruit, till he ſhould 
drink it new in the Kingdom of his Fa- 
ther, Zzk. 22.18. In the real purpoſe of 
God, his Church and Heaven go both 
together : That being the way that leads 
to this, as the Holy Place to the Holyeſt : 
and both Holy Place and Hoheſt come to 
this one Thing , which Chriſt calls the 
Kingdom of Ged, Let them not, whom He 
hath invited to eat and drink at Abraham's 
Table, trouble themſelves about the Room 
where our bleſſed Saviour will feed them; 
for though it were but in this inferiour 
part of the kingdom , where this Patri- 
arch was faithfull, it is a ſufficient aſſu- 
rance, that in time he will alſo make them 
fit in that other Palace, where this holy 
Man is now happy : and whoſoever are 
2dmitted to the Dinner of the Lamb ſlain, 
Matt. 22, 4. unleſs they be wanting to 
themſelves, muſt not doubt of being ad- 
mitted 
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mitted to that wedding S»pper of the ſame 
Lamb, who once was dead, but now is 
Living for ever, Luke 14. 16. Revel. 19. 9. 

4. The- conſequence and connexion 
that. theſe two Feltivals have one with the 
other, was molt ſweetly alluded to by our 
Saviour , when he asked the Diſciples, 
who talked of fitting at-his Right and 
in his Glory , whether they could paſs to 
it through the ſame Bapri/m and the ſame 
Cup, Mark. 10. 37, 31. And S. Pas! meant 
as much, when he ſaid, that by the holy 
Euchariſt we ſet forth the Lord's death il 
be come, 1 Cor. 11. 26. Both referring and 
continuing this holy Myſtery to the ſecond 
Coming of Chriſt ; not onely as to the End, 
where it muſt ceaſe, but chiefly to the 
Scope that it looks to; and to that happi- 
neſs at his coming, where it muſt be ful- 
filled. And truly, fince our Saviour ſcarce 
ever ſpeaks of his own death, but as a 
Forerunner and Preparative to his Reſur- 
rection : and often joins in one Clauſe, 
and delivers as it were with one breath, 
both his Crucifixion and his Glory, ark 
10, 34: it is very fit, unleſs we put aſunder 
theſe two Things, which Chriſt common- 
ly did put together , that the gy 

whic 
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which he inſtituted purpoſely to repre- 
ſent the one , which is already accompli- 


ſhed, ſhould at the leaſt caſt an Eye to- 


wards the other which we look for. 
5. Nay, it muſt look and lead that 


way upon another and much ſtronger ne- 


ceſlity. Our Saviour hath given us three 


kinds of life by his Paſſion, and He pro- 


miſes to nouriſh and maintain us in every 
one of them , by theſe tokens of Bread 


and ine, which he hath made his Sacra- 
ment. This Sacrament affords help and 


improvement for two as *tis ſaid before, 
but there is a third more, that we arenot 
yet come to: This is that eternal Life , 
for which this preſerit world is too vile an 
Element, and we our ſelves as yet too vile 


veſſels. Till we acquire by Grace and pi- 


ous Endeavours a greater Perfection ; and 
till we grow to that ſtature as*may fit us 
to bear up that weight of Eternal Glory; 
we are neither of age to enjoy our Inheri- 
tance, nor of ability to manage well that 
oreat Eſtate, and wear thoſe noble Orna- 
ments that attend it: and therefore it lyes 
hidden from us with Chriſt in God, and 
as it were under his Cuſtody. 1 know whos 
d have believed, and I am perſuaged he ts able 

to 
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to keep that which I have committed unto him 
againſt that Day, 2 Tim. 1. 12, that is, by 
Faith we depoſit this great Treaſure in 
the hands of God to keep : and God by 
this Sacrament aſſures us and engages him- 
ſelf, that he will both keep it ſafe for us, 
ra it tous whenſoever we are fit 
Or 1t. 

6. This third uſe is the Crown and the 
Accompliſhment of the two other : And 
though the Sacrament hath three Faces, 
and looks three ſeveral ways, the palt, 
th? preſent, and the future; yet as to the 
main end, theſe three aim at one and the 
ſame Glory, The farſt uſe of this Sacrament 
1s, to {et out as new and freſh the great and 
holy Sufferings, which have purchaſed ont 
Title to everlaſting Happineſs: the (& 
cond is, both to repreſent the quality, and 
to afford us the help of all neceſlary Gra- 
ces (true Eflluxes of theſe Sufferings ) to 
capacitate us towards it : and the third is, 
to aſſure us, that when we are capacitated 


faithfully ſarrender to us the Purchaſe it 
ſelf, that is, eternal Happineſs. - Ang theſe 
three Parts put together make up the pro- 


per and true ſenſe of theſe words, Take and 
eat, 
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eat , this 1s my Boay : for the conſecrated 
Bread is not ſaid to be the Lord's Body 
onely becaule it repreſents the Lords Bo- 
dy; but becaule alſo, as to our preſent uſe 
on Earth, it doth as good as exhibit it: 
and as to our Happineſs in Heaven bought 
with the price of this Body, it is the moſt 
ſolemn Inſtrument to aſlure our Title 
tO it. | 

7. Thus the conſecrated Elements are 
no more the Body and Bloud of Chriſt , 
in that fenſe that Pictures and Maps ſet 
about Rooms are commonly called Kg: 
and Coxntries, onely becauſe they repreſent 
them: but as Patents alſo granted by 
Kings, or other Deeds and Evidences left 
in our houſes by aur Anceſtours, are cal- 
led Lands, Eſtates and Manours, becauſe 


they. convey over to us molt really both 


the Title and Poſlefſion of all the goods 
which they mention. Repreſent to your 
mind facob dividing among his Children 
every Parcel of his Eſtate, and withal!l 
ſurrendring the Titles that belong to each 
Diviſion; take thou this, 7o/eph, this is 
the Field which my Grand-Father Abra- 
ham bought of Hephron : and you Ms 
come you hither, this is the Land " ich 

| got 


- ——RRuLRE—EIESRErTTo—_——Y)coOocQF RY 


66 The Chriſtiqn Sacrament 
I got from the Amorite. It is moſt certain 


that the furrendring of ſuch Inſtruments , 
( although in themſelves bur Papers or 
Parchments ) is in very deed nothing leſs 
than giving away the very Lands: and 
Deeds and Lands may very well go toge- 


ther under -one Name, ſince by giving 


whether Deeds or Lands, whether Pa- 
tents or Privileges, Fathers and other Be- 
nefactours do both intend and effe&t the 
{me Thing. If ic happen ſometimes a- 
mong men that Right and Poſleffion take 
not one way : that our beſt Titles are 
Jaid alide: and that we cannot enjoy thoſe 
Eſtates, whereof either our Kings or Fa- 
thers have left us moſt glear Evidences ; 


this falls out ſo by unhappy Rencounters 


of either wezknelis,- or injuſtice, or igno- 
rance, which are not-to be found in 


Chriſt. Here-then Chriſt our bleſſed Sa- 


Viour being deſirous before his death, as 


by a Deed of his laſt Will, to fertle upon 
his true Diſciples both ſuch a meaſure of 
his-Grace in this life, as might in part 


make them-Holy , and after this life-quch 


a fulneſs of all Bleſſings, as might -make 
them eternally happy ; *He delivers -into 


their hands, by way of Inſtrument and 


Con- 
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Conveyance, the bleſſed Sacrament of his 
Body and. Bloud (the trae Root and Stem 
of all Bleſſings) in the ſame manner, as to 
his Intention 3 but in a. ſurer way, as to 
the event and effet, as Kings uſe to be- 
ſtow Dignities by the beſtowing of a aff 
or ſword, and Fatiers paſs as much as they 


pleaſe of their Eſtates on their Children, 


by giving them ſome few writings. 

8. The true reaſon of all this is, be- 
cauſe the Giver is not able to transfer in- 
to his Friends hands Houſes and Lands , 
becauſe they are of an immovable Nature: 
and therefore this muſt be ſupplyed by 
ſubſtituting inſtead of Lands, ſome Cere- 
monies, forms or tokens, which may viſt- - 
bly paſs -from hand to hand : and ſhew 
to all ends and purpoſes both the Intenti- 
on, that the one hath to paſs away, and 
the power, which the other-hath to take - 
and enjoy what is given him. Now Chriſt 
and his Eſtate, his Happineſs and his Glo- 
ry, his Eternity and his Heaven, are not 
Things that may be moved more eallly, 
than the Mountains on the Earth : and 
therefore not to be diſpoſed of in any 0- 
ther real manner, than great immovable 
Eſtates are. Therefore as the Kingdom of 
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IfFae! was once conferred upon David , 
with ſome drops of that Sacred Oil which 
Samuel poured on his head, 1 Sam. 16.13, 
The Body and Bloud of Jeſus Chriſt is in 
full valne, and Heaven with all its fulneſs is 
in fre Title inſtated on true Cluiſtians by 
thoſe: ſmall portions which they receiye 
at the bleſſed Communion : the Miniſter 
of Chriſt having, as to this effe, as much 
power from his Maſter for what he acts, 
as any Prophet or any Angel ever had for 
' What they did. 
_ . 9. Hence it appears, what crime it is, 
 vot to diſcern the Lord s Body. Tt is to doe 
worſe than Eſau did, who ſold his Birth- 
right for a trifle : it is to value at the ſame 
rate the Anointing of a Propher , and the 
compoſition of a Perfamer : 1t 1s tO take 
the Lord's Body for a deſpicable Morlſe! 
of Bread : In a word, 'tis to perform the 
action of a Beaſt, that devours but the 
grols and earthy Matter of this Sacrament, 
and have nothing of a Chriſtian or rational 
creature, who elevates his Soul to that Bo- 
fy, which by Chiſt's iaſtitution it repre: 
ſents, and to the Price of that Body, which 
it promiſes. For ſince the proper eflence 
of Sacred Signs or Sacraments conſiſts not 
in 
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in what they are in their nature, but in 
what they /renifie by divine inſtitution ; 
hence it happens infallibly, that when che 
Sacraments are abuſed, the injary muſt 
needs light , not upon them in their own 
natural Being., Bread, Wine and Water, 
which upon this account are not at all con- 
{1derable : bur upon the Holy Myſteries , 
the Body and Blond of Chriſt himſelf; 
who is the main object of their formal 
Being , that is, their Signffication. And 
therefore the Apoſtle ſpeaks moſt exactly, 
when he fays, that whoſoever eats of this 
Bread unworthily, doth not diſcern, or doth 2 
not {anctify , but uſes as a common and 
profane thing the very Body of Jejus 
Chriſt. 

10, In this profane want of Diſcerning; 
"tis hard to ſay whether the Sin, or the 
Puniſhment be the greater. For the {i 
is.abominable, {ince not the Bread ,' but 
Chrift himſelf ſuffers the wrong: the 
Bread being not here concerned at-all, nor 
more abuſed by the Villain 'chatabuſes the 
Sacrament , than is the Earth ,' the water 
or any other common mitter-of humane 
Bodies by che Murtherer that kills a an: 
or than are Braſs' and Ma:ble by the Re- 
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bels, who pull down their Princes Starzes, | 
or than Parchment, Paper and Ink , by 
that unnatural Son, who tears and tram- 
p5 upon the Deeds, and the laſt will of 
11s Father. Onely there is this difference, 
that in theſe laſt Inſtances the Outrage 
. proceeds but from the Earth, the Braſs, 
the Marble, the Paper , and other fuch 
common Matter, to the Man, King, or 
Fathers perſons, who ſhould have been 
conſidered, and who alone ſuffer the 
wrong; whereas in abuſing the blefled 
Sacraments the ſin flys a great deal higher, 
namely , to the very Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
tor whoſe Body and Bloud tney ſtand. So 
that as the Holy Communion is not ex- | 
poſed in the Church under the notion of 
Bread and Wine : the faithfu!l Commu- 
nicants do appear there to receive Chriſt, 
and the faithleſs to abuſe Him. - 

11, But if his Attempt is impious, the 
Puniſhment that attends it is moſt dread- 
full. Ir is a very ſad miſchance when 
Dogs or Apes tear, like looſe Paper, all to 
fitters the Titles and Aflurances of a good 
- Eſtate: and who would not pity that 
wretch, who in his mad Paflion had 
thrown into the Sea, the very Keyes, 

which 
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{ which were given him, to Juſtify the 
Propriety of vaſt Treaſures in ſuch Hou- 
ſes as thele Keyes might open. Blind Vil- 
lJains, ye cannot diſcern, either among 
theſe Papers, the Original Deeds of your 
Eſtate: or among all theſe Inſtruments 
the” Kejes, that might both aflure and 
pive you adinittance to immenſe Riches. 
 Whenſoever ye- eat of this Bread, and 
drink of this Cup thus unworthily ; «»- 
happy men, ye do not diſcern the Pledges 
of your Salvation : nay, molt Impios as ye 
are, ye neither diſcern , nor will honour 
the Body.and Bloud of your Saviour, which 


1. * 


world vimg 5ayation to you. 'At once 


| both impious and unhappy men, ye de- 


ſpiſe and caſt away from you, both the 
Salvation and the Saviour ! | 


12. Lord Jeſu ! who haſt ordained 
this Myſtery for a Communion of thy 
Body : for a Means of advancement 
and proficiency in Holineſs: and for © 
_ an infallible Pledge of Eternal Salva- 
tion, which thou haſt purchaſed by thy 
Body, and which thou , prepareſt thy 
People to receive by this Proficiency in 
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Flolineſs ; now, Lord, in mercy lo:k 
en me, help my unbelief, increaſe my 
Faith, and order the Soul of thy 
Servant , who u to take theſe Fol 
Things. Then ſince thea thy ſelf 0- 


riginally grveſt them, ( though not 


immediately, but by the miniſtry of 
* Joh. 4.x 7y Diſciples *, ) in gi- 

ving them bleſs them al- 
ſo: and bleſs them whiljt I receive 
them : that they may be efficacious to 
ſettle me in the Communion of thy Suf+ 


ferings which they exhibit aud (hew 


forth: to feed me with that living 
Bread, which they preſent : and to 


fanilifie me fer that eternal Flappi- 


neſs which they promile. O Lord, 
thou knoweſt my Simpleneſy, my Groa- 
ning. is not hid from thee ; look on a 
poor Sinner at thy Table, as theu didſi 
en him who hung by thy Croſs. O 
Lord my God, remember me now, when 
thou art ceme into thy 
Kingdom*, AMCn- 
13. £- 


* LuF.23-42, 
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. Eternal Prieſt, who art gone 
BY: 04 high, there to receive Gifts. for 
men; fill my Heart, I beſeech thee , 
with Blefſin Ings out of thy holy Sat, % 


now thou filleſt my mouth with the Fes + 


ly Things of thy Church: and ſo dif-_ 
poſe me by thy Grace to eat both ſpz- v 


ritually and really the Fleſh of y 


Sacrifice which thou didft offer without * 


the Gate, and which this Sacrament 


ſets befare me here in thy Coarts,” that * 
thence I may be admitted into that © 
Holyeſt ſanttuary, which thy Sacrifice - 
hath opened , and which this Sacras - + 
ment invites me to. This is the Bread © 


wphich the Lord hath prepared for his + 


Children , and which he ſends me _ 


by the hand of one of his Angels. 


that in the ſtrength if this meat , 7 : 


may walk as Elijah did; my forty days, 


or, as [ſrael, my-forty years, and come. -- 


at laſt to that Fioly Meuntain , where 
without the help of any Bread, or the 


Miniſtry _ any Angels, IT ſhall ſee my. 
- "'S.. God - 


— 
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God face to face. Eternal, and bleſſed, 
and bleſſing Spirit of- God, Bleſs me 
now, and help me to drink ſo worthily 
of thgs fruit of the Vine, that I may 
drink it new in the Kingdom of my 
Father. Amen. 


Section VL. 


Of the Holy Euchariſt, as it implies a Sacrifice. 
And firff of the Commemorative Sacrifice, 


i. TT is a certain truth, that there never 

was on Earth a true Religion with- 
out-ſome kind of Sacrifices : and 'tis a ve- 
ry great lye to ſay, that now the Chriſti- 
ans ſhould want them. The Jews and the 
Pagans, who firſt aſperſed the Church of 
Chriſt with this {lander, did it upon ſuch 


_ - a reaſon as became them, becauſe they 
_ tfaw neither Altars (er up, nor Beaſts ſlain 


and burnt among them. Thus the Pagans 


| accuſed the Jews of adoring nothing but 


Clouds, becauſe they had no Gods of 
Stone or Silver in their Synggognes : __ 
| thus 
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thus filly men may think now, that the 
world is deſtitute of Angels, becauſe they 
do not appear fo often as they did in anci- 
ent times, in the ſhape and forms of Men: . 
The truth is, as what appeared like a Bo- 
dy, was not an Angel; nor what was 
Stone or Silver could be a God : neither 
the {laughter of poor beaſts could eyer 
be true Sacrifice. Then delighteſt not in Ob- 
lations, the Sacrifice of God t 4 broken Spirit, 
Many among the Jews much leſs quick 
fizhted than the Prophets were, confeſled 
2s much : nor certainly couid any reaſon 
permit them to imagine, that Fleſh and 
Bloud, which in all their Scriptures paſles 
both for the weakeſt and the vileſt of. 
Things , could be the beſt and the foun- - 
deſt part of Sacrifices. 

2. Of all the Carnal Sacrifices, &Fhich 
the Jews do reduce to fix. kinds ( belides 


- many more Oblations) none ever had a- 


ny ſaving reality, as to the waſhing away - 
of ſins, but in dependence on Jeſus Chriſt © 
our Lord: and as to our ſervice and duty 
towafls God ,, which they were. alſo to 
repreſent , none had this ſecond end fo 
fully performed under the Law, as it muſt 
be under the Goſpel. The bleſſed Com: 
| munion 
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4 
| munion alone, when whole, and not mu- 
| rilated, concenters and brings together 
| * theſe two great Ends (full Expiation of 
ſins, and acceptable Duty to God) to- 
k wards which.all the old Sacrifices never 
look'd, but as either {1mple Engagements, 
or weak Shadows. As for the firſt, which 
is Expiation of {ins ; 'tis molt certain that 
the Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt alone hath 
been ſufficient for it: and that if all, both 
men and Angels were joined to it, it were 
not to add to, but to receive from its ful- 
neſs. It is molt certain alſo, that this great 
Sacrifice being both of an infinite virtue 
to fatisfie the moſt ſevere Juſtice, and of 
an infinite virtue- to produce at once all 
the Effects that can be expected of its ir 
'Y vere impiety to think, it ſhould need to 
, be doge again, as weak and infirm Cau- 
| fes muſt, in order to make up by degrees 
| and at ſeveral tiines their full Effects. This. 
h was perhaps the want of Faith, which the 
l holy Scripture taxes mm Aofes, Num.20.12. 
(which It is bard to find in.any thing elſe) 
to ſtrike a ſecond time, and wixhant or- 
der, that myſterious Rock, which to ſtrike 
once had been enough<s for this ſecond 
blow conld proceed bur of a faithleſs _ 
Crue 
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truſt chat the firſt, which alone was com- 
manded, could not ſuffice. But it were a 
much greater offence both againſt the 
Bloud of Chriſt, to queſtion its infinite 
worth; and againſt the Infinitenefs and Im- 
menſityof this worth, to charge it with 
ſome Emptineſs, which any reiteration 
thould fill up. Therefore as the Expiato- 
ry Sacrifice which Chriſt offered upon the 
Croſs was infinitely able to doe at once 
whatever an infinite number of other Sa- 
crifices had been able to doe , either all 
rogether at one time, or each of them ſe- 
verally during the ſucceſſion of all Ages; 
the Offering of it muſt needs be one one- 
ly: and the Reiteration of it were not 
onely ſuperfluous as to its real effe&, bur 
alſo moſt injurious to Chriſt in the very 
thought and 2ttempr. | 

3. Nevertheleſs this Sacrifice which by 


Na real Oblation was not to be offered more 


than once, is by an Euchariſtical and de- 
vout «Commemoration to be offered up 
every day. This is what the Apollle calls, 
ro ſet forth th&death of the Lord ;, to fet it 
forth, I fay, as well before tlie Eyes of 
God his Father, as before the Eyes of all 
Men : and what S. A»fiz cid _ 

| Sz when 


. Ark were, which were the Memorial of 
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when he ſaid, that the holy Fleſh of Jeſus 
Chriſt was offered-up in three manners; 
by prefiguring Sacrifices under the Law, be- 
fore his coming into the World in real 
deed upon the Croſs: and by a Cynmeme- 
rative Sacrament after he iS aſcended into 
Heaven. All comes to this firſt, that the 
Sactifice, as *tis it ſelf and in ir ſelf, it can 
never be reiterated ; yet by way of devout 
Celebration and Remembrance , 'it may 
nevertheleſs be reiterated every day. Se- 
condly, that whereas the Holy Enchariſt 
IS by it ſelf a Sacrament , wherein God of- 
fers unto all men the Bleſſings merired 
by the Oblation of his Son ; 1t likewiſe 
becomes by our Remembrance a kind of 
Sacrifice alſo; whereby, to obtain at his 
hands the ſame Bleſſings, we preſent and 
expoſe before his Eyes that ſame holy and 
pretious Oblation once offered. Thus the 
ancient J/-aelites did continually repreſent 
in their ſolemn Prayers to God, that Co- 
venant which he had made once wih 4- 


. braham, Iſaac and facob, their Forefathers. 


Thus did the Jews in their Captivity curn 
their Faces towards either the Country or 
the Temple where the Mercy Seat and tie 


his 
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his Promiſes, and the Sacramental Engage- 
ment of his Blefſfings. And thus the Chri- 
ſtians in their Prayers do every day inſiſt 
upon, and repreſent to God the Father 
the meritorious Paſſion of their Saviour , 
as the onely ſure ground , whereon both - 
God may give, «nd they obtain the Blef:, 
{ſing which they do pray for. Now, nei- 
ther the /7-aelites had ever Temple or Ark 
or Mercy Seat, nor the Chriſtians have 
any Ordinance., Devotion or Myſtery , 
that may prove to be ſuch a bleſled and 
effectual Inſtrument to reach to this Ever- 
laſting Sacrifice, and to fet it out fo fo- 
lemnly before the Eyes of God Almigh- 
ty,.as the Holy Euchariſt is. To men it is 
a ſacred Table, where God's Miniſter is 
ordered to repreſent from God his Maſter 
the Paſſion gf his dear Sn, as ſtill freſh 
and ſtill powerfull for their Eternal Salva- 
tion; and ro God it is an Altar whereon 
Men myſtically preſent -to him the ſame 
Sacrifice as ſtill bleeding and ſtill ſuein 

for Expiation and Mercy. -And becauſe ' 
it is the high Prieſt himſelf, te true A- 
nointed of the Lord, who Mth ſer up 


moſt expreſly both this Table and this 
Altar for theſe two ends, namely, = the 
| | 0iN- 
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; Communication of his'Body and Bloud 


ro Men, and for the Repreſentation and 
Memorial of both to God: it cannot be 


. doubted, but rhat the one muſt be moſt 


advantageous to the penitent Sinner, and 
the other moſt acceptable to that good 
and gratious Father, who as always pleaſed 


*n his Son, and who loves of himſe!f the 


repenting and the ſincere return of his 
Children, Luke 15. 22. 

4. Hence one' may ſee. both the great 
uſe and advantage of more frequent Com- 
munion: and how much it concerns us. 
whenſoever we g0 to receive it, to lay 
out all'our wants, and pour out all our 
Grief, our Prayers : and our Praiſes be: 
fore the Lord in fo happy a conjuncture, 
The primitive Chriſtians did it ſo, who 
did as ſfeldom*meet to preach or pray , 
without a Communion, as did the old 1/- 
raelites, to worſhip without: a Sacrifice! 
On ſolemn days eſpecially, or upon great 
Exigencies they evet uſed this help of Sa- 
cramental Oblation as the moſt powerfull 
Means the Chuxch had to ſtrengthen their 
Supplicardns, to open the Gates of Hea- 
ven, andto force.in a manner God and 
his Chriſt to have compaſlion on _ 
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The People of 1/7ae!, for the better per- 
formance of Prayer and Devotion, went 
Bp to the Tabernacle and the Tempte, 
becauſe (beſides other Motives ) both 
theſe were Figutes of that Body which 
was to be ſacrificed. Wherefore Chriſt 
calls' his Body this Temple , Joh. 2. 19, 
and the-firſt Chriſtians went. up to their 
Churches, there to meet with theſe My- 
ſteries, which do repreſent him both as al- 
ready ſacrificed, and yet as in ſome fort of- 
fering and giving up himſelf. Thoſe in 
worthipping ever turning their Eyes, their 
Hearts, their Hopes towards that Altar 
and Sacrifice, whence the High Prieit was 
to carry the Bloud into the SanZaary : and 
theſe looking toward the Croſs and their 
crucified Saviour there, through his Suffe- . 
rings hope for a way towards Heavens 
being encouraged to this hope by the ve- 
ry Aemerial, which they both take to 
themſelves, and ſhew to God of theſe 
Sufferings. Laſtly, Jeſus our Eternal Prieſt, 
being from the Croſs, where he ſuffered 
without the Gate, gone up into the true 
Sanctuary which is Heaven, there above 
doth continually preſent both his Body in 
true reality, and as Aaron did the twelve 

: Tribes 
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Tribes of 1ſrae! in a Aemerial, Exod. 28, 
29. ant on the other ſide, we beneath in 


_ the Church preſent to God his Body and 


Bloud in a 7emorial, that under this ſha- 
dow of his Croſs, and i image of his Sactri- 
fice, we may prefent our ſelves before 
him in very deed and reality. 


£00 Lord who ſeeſt nothing 1n me, 
that is truly mine, but Duſt aud 4 iheh 
and which 1 worſe, finfull fleſh and 
Bloud; look upon what T have of thee, 
fome ſmall Roimare of thine Image, 


ſome ſmaii beginnings of thy Grace, 


and ſome light ſparks of thy Spirit, 
But becauſe all theſe are defettive, 
ſpply them, O Lord, with thy mercy, 
and with the Sacrifice of thy Son, 
Net unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
to thy Name , and. thine Amointed 
give the praiſe. Turn thine Eyes, 0 
Mercifull Father, to the SatisfaG ion 
and Tnterceſſion of thy So, who now 
fits at thy "4/0 6a; þ to the Seals 
of thy Covenant, which lye before 

thee 
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thee upon this Table : and to all the 
wants and diſtreſſes , which alſo thou 


IN [ec/t in my heart. O Father, glorifie 


| 1) Sou whom thou haſt ſent into this 


Vorld : O Son, bleſs thou this Sacra: 
was which thou haſt ordained for thy 
Church, and ſend with it ſome influ- 
ence of that Spirit whom thou haſt 
promiſed to all Fleſh :, that by the help 
of theſe Mercies, the World ,. £be 
Church , our Fleſh and Souls may glo- 


rifie thee now and ever, Father, Sox 
ud Flnlu C«:: 


Gnu 4 vey SpUrke, 


Amen. 


Section 
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Section VII. 


Concerning the Sacrifice of our own Perſons, 


1. I T is either the Errour, or the incogi- 

. tancy of too many Chriſtians, which 
makes them ſometimes believe and oftner 
live, as if under the Goſpel there were 
no other Sacrifice but that of Chriſt upon 
the Croſs. Ir is very true indeed there-is 
no other, nor can there be any other ſuffi- 
cient and proper for this end, of /at:zfing 
God's Juſtice, and expiating our fins, 7 have 
troden the Winepreſs alone, and of the Pecple| 
there was none with me +, TI looked, and there was 
none to help, Eſay 03.35. In this reſpect, 
though the whole Church (ſhould in a Bo- 
dy offer up her ſelf as a burnt Sacrifice to 
God, yer could the not contribute more 
towards the bearing up or bearing away 
the wrath to come, than all thoſe. innocent 
Sons, who ſtood near Jeſus Chriſt. when 
he gave up the Ghoſt, did towards the 
darkening of the Sun, of the ſhaking of 
the whole Earth. But that which is not 
ſo much as uſefull, much leſs neceſſary to 


this Eternal Sacrifice , which alone could 
reacem 
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redeen®Mankind, is indiſpenſably koth ne- 
ceflary and uſefull, that we may have a 
ſhare in this Redemption. So that if the Sa-- 
crifice 'of our ſelves, which we ought to 
offer up to God, cannot procare Salvation z 
it iS abſolutely neceſlary to receive it. 

2, As the oid Law never introduced 4- 
aro Officiating before the Lord , without 
the whole People of 1ae!, repreſented 
both by the twelve Stones on his Ephod, 
and the two other on his ſhoulders, Exod. 
28.12,30., The Goſpel moſt commonly de- 
{cribes Jeſus Chriſt and his Church, not 
onely as two Parties, that.doe nothing the 
one without the other, but ſometimes alſo 
as one Perſon alone : as particularly, 1 Cor. 
12, 12, Chriſt acts, officiates and ſuffers 
for his Body, in that manner that doth be- 
come the Head; and the Church imitates 
and follows all the motions and ſufferings 


of this heaveniy and holy Head, in fuch a 


mo as is. poſſible to its weak Mem- 
ers. 

3. The main if not the whole Divinity 
of S. Paul, as well in point of Faith, as of 
Chriſtian life., runs upon this Conformity 
both of actions and ſufferings : And that 
of St. 7okn likewiſe upon this ſame Comms- 

7108, 
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\ 2iou. The truth is, Our Saviour had nei. 

| ther Birth, nor Death; nor Reſurre&ion, 

bere on Earth, but ſuch as we ought to 

conform US tO: as he hath neither Aſcenti- 
on, nor Throne, nor Everlaſting Life, nor 
Glory , but ſuch as we may alſo have in 
Heaven common with him. 

4. This Conformity or likeneſs to Chriſt, 
which ( as the Hebrews uſe to fpeak,) is 
the Foundation and Pillar, that is, the grand 
Principle of the whole Chriſtian inſtitu. 
tion, relates more directly to our duty a- 
bout his S»fferings 3 and then to our hap- 

- pineſs about his Exa/tation, And the Com- 
924201, Which is the other great fundamen- 
tal that S. 7b» hath till in his Mouth, 

F points more at this, and preſuppoſes that: 

f And both make up a full Comment upon 

| the words which our Saviour 40 often 

1 commanded his Diſciples , to _ him, 

thereby {tgnifying both the Labour , and 

che ſucceſs of this moſt important 7oxrney, 

| for without doubt we ſhall follow him in- 

| ' to Heaven, if we will follow him here on 

| Earth: and we ſhall have Communior with 

| him in his Glory, if we will keep Conformi- 
ty With him here in his Sufferings. 
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5. Theſe three expreſſions to folow, to 
be like, or have Conformity , and to have 
Communion , Which are the moſt eflential 
Clauſes in the charter and eharge of Chri- 
ſtianity, are not to be limited to the imi- 
ration of Chriſt's Morals onely, as when 
he bids us be Holy as he 4 Holy, 8c. but they 
oblige all his Diſciples to follow and imi- 
tate him likewiſe, as much as in them 
lies, throughout all the other parts of 
his life, and the very funions of his OE 
fices. For we muſt be regenerated in his 


| UBirth, dye on his Croſs, be buried in his . 
| Grave, bear his ſhame in his Tribulations;z _ 
| fin a word, Chriſt and Chriſtians are and 


z IS S—ei_ VIP an Wa Ts 


muſt be continually together, z7here, I am, 
there my [ervant ſhall be-alſo, Joh.12.26. But 
of all thefe Duties the moſt fundamental 
and moſt indiſpenſable is that of bearing 
part of his Croſs, and dying with him in 
Sacrifice, | 
#Never did the Son of God intend 
any more to offer himſelf for his people 
without his people , than did the High 
Prieſts of the Law to offer themſelves for 
1-acl. without their Ephod, the memorial 


| Jofthem. Chriſt preſented himſelf ro God 


in this great Temple, which is the World, 
at 
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at the head of whole Mankind, as did the 
firſt born of Zeypt, who alſo did prefigu- 
rate him, every one in his houſe, at the 
head of his family. He came as a volun- 
tary Victim to the Altar , being attended 
on by his 1/-ael, who as it were with their 
hands laid all their ſins upon his head, 
Therefore as it was neceſlary , that they, 
who ſought for Atonement, (hould wait 
- upon the Sacrifice : and that whoſoever 
would eſcape the Dzſtroyer, 'or other 
Plagnes, ſhould keep themſelves within 
that houſe, where either the firſt-born, or 
the Paſchal Lamb. was deſtroyed : by the 
ſame neceſſity, whoſoever do pretend 
to Eternal Salvation ; muſt needs appear 
within that houſe, about that Altar, and 
that Croſs , whereon this firſt-born. of e- 
very Creature, and this Eternal both Prieſt 
_ Sacrifice was pleaſed to offer up him- 
elf. 

7. By this ſtanding and appearing at the 
Altar under the Law the Sinners indeed 
did not dye; the vidim alone being bur: 
ned and deſtroyed : but becauſe they laid 
their hands on it, when it was dying, and 
fell (for prayer and worſhip) on their fa- 
ces down to the ground, when-it did fall 
bleeding 
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bleeding to death, they were as well as the 
very Victim, reputed to Offer up them- 
ſelves. So the trueſt Chriſtians likewiſe 
are neither crucifed nor d=ſtroyed in that 
manner that their Maſter and Saviour was : 
yet, 1, becauſe they look towards, and caſt 
themſelves upon his Croſs and Sufferings, 
as the onely means both of expiating tor 
their Sins, and of Salvation for their Souls: 
2, becauſe of the great and ſharp grief, 
which they do ſuffer who ſincerely think 
on the Son of God thus dying, and which 
is more, thus dying onely for their ſakes ; 
which to them is as it was to the Bleſſed 


Virgin a ſword to pierce their hearts, and 


likewiſe to pierce and crucifie to death 
their Sins: 3. becauſe their whole Body 
of Sin being by this Crucifixion really 0- 
vermaſtered and wounded, there remains 
no life in them, but what they may and 
will offer up and dedicate to God's Ser- 


| vice; The Saviour thus offering himſelf, 
{| and the ſaved fo united to him by faith, fo 


ut- 
11d 
nd 


fall 
ing 


plunged both into the Communion , and 
grief for his Sufferings, and fo reſign'd 
up and conſecrated to his Will for the 
remnant of their life, are both accounted 
before God for one = the ſame Sacrifice. 


ES - 


ned by his Refurre&tion. Bur, ſecondly, 


could by no means fancifie that Harveſt 
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$. It is the ſame, firſt, by Imputatrion, 
ſuch as were the firſt fruits and the Lomp , 
Rom, 11. 16. The Ears of Corn and the 
Harveſt, which were both together invol- 
ved in, and made holy by one Offering, Le- 
Vit. 23.10, 11. In this ſenſe Jeſus Chriſt 
dying upon the Crois, was made the firſt 
fruits of them that offered themſelves to. 
God, that they may be ſanGifed-by bis 
death and Sacrifice. If one be dead, then 
all are dead: as he was made the firſt fruits 
of them that ſleep, that they ſhould be quick- 


as the Lump or maſs may in {ome caſe ei- 
ther loſe or not get at ali the privilege 
and holineſs of the firſt f-mits, (for exam- 
ple, a ſew ſheaves of Corn, which the 
Worſhippers had offered unto the Lord, 


which afterwards ſhould be eaten in the 
Service or inthe Temple of an Idol) :Two 
real Actions are required to make good 
this Imputarion, and to join the Chriſtians 
to the Sacrifice of Chrilt their Head. 

9. The firſt is, that they endeavour to 
crucife their {infull members as really as 
Chriſt himſelf had his finleſs Body cruci- 
fied. So that the feet, that before did run 

ro 
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co Evil, the violent hands that did injure, 


- the greedy eyes that did covet, and all 


thoſe members of the Fleſh, that were 
weapons of wickedneſs, may by this Croſs 
and Sacrifice be moſt really bound , and 
in a good meaſure deſtroyed as to their 
Corruption. 7 4 glory in the Croſs of Peſrs 
Chriſt, by which the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world, Gal. 6. 14. So Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his whole Church, and in this 
Church every true penitent Sinner being 
joined all together, do make up that com- 
plete Sacrifice, which ſeems to have been 
prefigurated by the Sacrifice at the conſe- 
cration of Aaron, Exod. 29. 1 3, 14. where- 
of the Kidneys and the Fat about the In- 
wards were burnt, as a {weet ſmelling Ob- 
lation on the Altar : but all the Fleſh, the 
Skin, the Feet, the Dung ( Inſtruments 
and Emblems of Sin ) were thrown and 
burnt without the Camp. For Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Church ſo concur toge- 
ther in one Oblation , that the blefled 
Saviour contributes all that can go up in- 
to Heaven to pleaſe and appeaſe God : 
and we on our part do contribute , but 
what deſerves to be removed out of the 
way, the COTIEPEOs 2s {mel 0 

| | 5,2 © 
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'The ſecond. neceſſary Condition to the 
atoreſaid Imputation ( for. no. imputation 
either to life or death can be juſt with- 
out ſome real grounds to ſupport it ) and 


-tacorporate us into the Sacrifice of Chriſt's 


Body, is a ſerious reſolution of piety, and 
univerſal conſecrating both of .our Per- 
fons and of all our Actions -to God. 17 
am crucified with Chriſt , that 1 may live to 
God, Now it #5 not 1 that live, but Chriſt 
lives in'me , and the life which 1 now lead in 
the Fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of Goa, 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me, Gal. 2, 
19. This Place muſt be ſo rengdred accor- 
ding to the diſtinction of both the Greek 
Copies, .and all the Oriental Verſions. 
And this A of the. Church conſecrating 
her ſelf to God, and joining her ſelf fo to 
Chriſt as to make but one Oblation with 
him, is the Myſtery repreſented by the 
aaily Sacrifice, Exod. 29. 38. Numb. 28. Js: 
10, This Sacrifice did con{iſt of two 
parts. 'The firſt and chiefeſt was the Lamb, 
chat did foreſhew the Lamb of God: and 
the ſecond was the Meat and Drink offe- 
ring made of Flower mingled with Oil 
and Wine: all which being but an Addi- 
fional thrown on the Lamb, morning and 
| evening, 
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evening, was counted but for one and the 


tame Sacrifice. Thoſe Secondary Ovblations, 
ſo thrown and burnt upon the main Sacrt- 
fice , ſtgnified properly theſe Offzrings; 
which Chriſtians muſt -prefent to God, of 
themſelves, of their Goods, and of their 
Praiſes. From this Meat and Drink Ot. 
ferings which was added to more ſui3- 
ſtantial Sacrifices, came the Bread and 
Wine to be uſed at the celebration of 
Chriſt's Death. Which Bread 'i&- the 
Communion conſidered as Sacrament, f1g- 
nifies the natzra! ; but confidered as Sacr7- 
 fece, it repreſents the my/tical Body of Chrilt, 
that is, his Church. For we that are many; 
ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. TO, 17, are one 
Bread. To this purpoſe the holy Martyr 
Ionatins, Epiſt, Rom. being ready to be of 
Badwbs Martyrdom, faid, he was the 
wheat of God, which vas to be ground by 
Beaſts teeth. Soon after the Ciurch ad- 
ded 0:1 and Franzincenſe tO Bread and Wine, 
to make up the whole eat Offering which 
conlilted of theſe four Things. The truth 


is, all what we can offer upon our own ac 


count, is but ſuch an Oblation as this 


Meat and Drink-oftering of 1/es was, | 


thar.cannot be preſented.but by the vit- 
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thrown into this his fire, are hallowed up- 
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tve and merits of Jeſus Chritt, who ſup- 
Ports it: and that can never aſcend up to 
Heaven but along with the ſacred {moak 
of that great Burnt Sacrifice, which is to 
carry it up thither. For on the one fide 
our own perſons, our works, or any thing 
ciſe that may be ours, are by themſelves 
but weak, unſubſtantial kinds of Offerings, 
which cannot be preſented unto God, 0- 
therwiſe but as theſe Additional Oblati- 
ons, which from themſelves fall to the 
ground ; unleſs a more ſolid Sacrifice do 
{uſtain them: And on the other ſide, 
this folid and fundamental Sacrifice up- 
holds, ſaves and fanRifies, but thoſe per- 
ſons and things, that according to the 
Law of Miſes his Meat Offerings, are 


on his Altar ,- and are together with him 
conſecrated to God by him. 

11, For this caule it is, that as ſoon as 
the Prophet had preached the coming of 
this Everlaſting Sacrifice, and the propiti- 
ation and happineſs, which it-would ſpread 
over all the world ; he foretells at the ſame 
time, that the Apoſtles and their Succel- 
fours ( whom he deſigns by expreſſions 
proper to that Oeconomy under —_—_ 

l 
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did live) thould bring the Nations from 
all Parts of the Earth, as an Offering unto the 
Lord, Efay 66. And to the ſame purpoſe 
St. Pa«/ himſelf ſpeaks of his Evangelica! 
Ofhice, as of a Sacrificing Priefthoed; and 
of the Gentiles, whom he did convert to 
Chriſt, as of ſo many Sacrifices which he 
preſented to the Lord. 7 exerciſe, fays he, 
in the Goſpel a holy Sacerdotal Prieſt hood (for 
the word isexeyav (ignifies both?) that the 
Oblations of the Gemiles may be. acceptable , 
being ſanitified by the holy ſpirit, Rom.15.16. 
Hence proceeds: that Method, which he 
obſerves molt conſtantly, never to preach 
the Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, without mviting 
preſently the Believers to Offer up unto 
God, either their Bodies and Souls, as 
Rom, 12. or their works of Holineſs, of 
Praiſe, of Charity, &c. as every where _ 
elle. And theſe are the Spiritual Offe- 
rings which every true Chriſtian muſt join 


to caſt upon the fundamental Sacrifice of - © 


Chriſt Jeſus, 

12, We know indeed that the univer- 
fal Aſſembly of Chriſtians could never 
meet at the ſame time or place, either to - 
follow Chriſt in a Body , when he went 
to offer himſelf for them : or to fall upon 

E 4 cheir 
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their faces and proſtrate themſelves to the 
ground, when he bowed his head under 
their Sins: Providence that ſcatters men 
up and down throughout all places and 
times of the world, permitting no poſſi- 
bility of ſuch a general meeting. But the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt, though it was confined 
to few hours, and to a {mall parcel of 
Ground as to the Suffering ; yet, being e- 
verlaſting, infinite, and ill the ſame , 
#5 to the ſafficiency and virtue of it, coextends 
it ſelf moſt perfectly to all both times and 
places, when and where thoſe ſcattered 
members will ever come to offer up them- 
ſelves to God with their head. And be- 
ſides this, the ſecond part of his Sacerdo- 


. tal Office 5 which conſiſts in intercedin Fe 


continuing ſtill 7» the very A& , till the 
worlds end ; They that could not embrace 
his Croſs, and join with him at that ſame 
time that he Ofer'd himſelf, may doe it 
every day, and humble themſelves like 
poor Victims loaden with fins and miſe- 
ries, at the ſame time, that now he conti- 
nues ſtill actually interceding, So in all, pla- 
ces, at all times, and. upon any emergen- 
cies, Whenſoever the Believers will pre- 
{ent themſelves unto God , both with and 


by 
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by his Son Jeſus, they may (till receive the 
favour of accepration , and that real ef- 
flux of ſaving Odour from Chriſt, which 
was repreſented by that typical holineſs, - 
which the additional Oblation did receive 
from the principal Sacrifice, wheres it was 
adjoined to it. Whereas it is moſt certain, - 
that all the Merit and Bloud of Chriſt 
ſhall no more fave Men that will not 
draw near and join themſelves to conformi- 
ty and Communion of his Death : than 
the continual and other burning Sacrifices, 
were ever able to conlecrate that Mear , 
thar Wine, that Oil, and that Frankincenſe 
which were not brought nor burned upon 
the ſame Altar with them. 

Now though all men be called to this 
conformity and Communion in the Suffe- 
rings of Chriſt, from the time of thoſe 
Sufferings, untill there be no times at all: 
and although the days of our preſent life, 
have all the privilege which theſe feven 
feaſt days once had, when every one might 
fird his loins , eat his unleavened bread , 
and kill his own Ballock as the Prieſt did 
Sacrifice the Paſchal Lamb ; ( which Bul- 
lock was ſuperadded to the Paſchal Lamb, 
that both might better ſuffice for the ſe- 
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ven Feſtival days , beſides its other ritual 
and figurative importance as a Sacrifice : ) 
it iscertainnevertheleſs that there are two 
more ſpecial and extraordinary days,where- 
in Chriſtians are invited by more urgent 
and proper Circumſtances, to preſent 
their Souls and Bodies by way of Second 
Offering upon the Sacrthce of their Sa- 
viour. The firſt is paſt, and that was when 
the Saviour offered himſelf to death : 
when Heaven and Earth, Temple and 
Graves ſhook at the blow that killed him 
when pious Souls either ſtood immove- 
able as the blefled Virgin hard by his 
Crofs, or in a manner crucified themſelves, 
beating their breaſts as the Daughters of 
7eraſalem : and when every. Diſciple might 
by the very conjuncture of all the things 
ke ſaw, be moved to fay as Thomas, /ect us go 
and let us dye with him, Job. 11. 16, The 0- 
ther time molt favourable and proper , 
next to that of his real Paſhon, is that of 
| the holy Communion ; which, as it hath 
| been "explained is a Sacra- 
*Gelaſ.Czic. mental Paſſion,where though 
harte2s 31» the Body be broken and the 
= | Bloud fhed but by way of 
i napreſentative MHſtery, yet both are as effec- 
= cually, 
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tually , and as truly offered for our own 
uſe, if we go to it worthily, as when thar 
holy and divine Lamb did offer himſelf 
che firſt time. 

14. Therefore whenſoever Chriſtians 
approach to this dreadfull Myſtery , and 
tothe Lamb of God, hing and ſacrificed (as 
ſome ſay that the holy Nicene Council 
{peaks ) »pon the holy Table it concerns 
their main intereſt in point of Salvation, 
as well as in other duties, to take a ſpeci- 
al care, not to lame and deprive the grand 
Sacrifice of its own due Attendance. But 
to behave themſelves in that manner, thar, 
as both the principal and additional Sa- 
critices were conſumed by the fame fire, 
and went up towards Heaven in the ſame 
flame ; fo Jeſus Chriſt and all his Mem- 
bers may jointly appear before God : that 
in a Sacramental myſtery, theſe with their 
real Bodies and Souls, offering themſelves 
at the ſame time, in the fame place, and 
by the ſame Oblation. So that whoſoever 
are attending on this Sacrifice, f{ince they 
doe it in remembrance of their Saviour, 
once really dead, and every day Sacramen- 
tally dying for them ( doe this in remem- 
brance of me.) they doe it in ſuch a man- 

ner , 
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ner, x. 25 may become faithful! Diſciples, 
who are reſolved to dye both for and with 
their Maſter : 2.45 true and (incere Mem- 
bers that cannot outlive their own head; 


and, 3. as truely penitent finners who 


dare not look for any ſhare in the Glory , 
and Redemption, and Seſſion at the righe 
or left hand of their Saviour , unleſs after 
their way they undergo the fame Papti/m, 
anleſs they will drink the ſame Cup: and 
unleſs they enter really into the Commu- 


- nion of that Sacrifice and thoſe Sufferings, 


which their Maſter, their Head, and their 
Saviour hath paſſed through, and which 
this very Sacrament engages them to. 

15, Now, this Communion doth require; 
firſt , a Conformity of Aftions , that may in 


fome ſort correſpond to all what Chriſt 


hath done as Prie/# : Secondly, another 
Conforgnity of Aortifications , and Paſſions, 
that may likewiſe an{wer to whatſoever 
he hath ſuffered as a voluntary Fi4im. As 
Prieft (for in this occaſion all Chriſtians, 
after the example of their Saviour , be- 
come Prieſts, {ince they offer themſelves 
to God ) to follow all the ſteps, and take 
upon them all the preparations, the Courſe 


of life and. the like diſpoſitions of mind:, 


which 
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which were ſeen-in this bleſſed 121chi/e- 
deck, when he preſented himſelf to God. 
To this effe&t the ſaichful! Worthipper , 
preſenting that Soul and Body, which God 
fitted him with at his coming. into this 
world, will lay them down at the Altar. 


Lo F come, If this Soul and Body 
may be uſefull to any thing, here they 
are both, to doe thy w1ll, 

O GoF®. And hexeafter * Heb» 10. 
if it pleaſe thee, to uſe _y 
ebat power which thou paſt, as Creatour 
over Duft and Afhes, over weak Fleſh 
and Bloud, over a brittle weſfel of 
Cliey, over the work of thine own 
hands 5 Lo here they are to ſuffer al- 
fo thy good pleaſure. 1 do now proteſs 
to my God, that if he pleaſe to afflict 
me either with pain or difhonour, 1 
will humble my ſelf «nder zz, and 
be obedient unto death , even unto 
the death of the Croſs f. + phil. s.8., 
MW harſoever may happen to - 
me cither from the Jews or Gentiles, 
| from 
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from my Neighbours or from Str angers, 
frace it is my God that emploies them, 
though they neither know, nor think 
it fo; unleſs at the ſame time God help 
me to fome lawful means of ſecuring 
my ſelf againſt their wrongs, 1 will 
uot hereafter open my mouth before 
the Lord, who doth ſfirike me, except 
onely to ſing the Plalm, after 7 have 
eaten ſome bitter Herbs , thaﬀielong 
to this Paſſover ; azd to bleſs the Lord 
_ who gave them me; and intreat him 
for zhe wicked, who perhaps hath ma- 
litiouſly gathered them. ereafter no 
man can take away any thing from me, 
u0 life, no honour, no Ejtate, fince I am 
ready of my ſelf to lay them down, aj- 
ſoon as I can perceive that God re- 
uires them at my hands. Neverthe- 
leſs, O Father, 1t thou be willing, re- 
move this Cup irom me , 

*Luke 22. yet if [ muſt drink it, 
- 42s thy w1ll be done *. What 
kind ſcever of Suffering 

here- 


and Sacrifice, I03 


hereafter may trouble my Fleſh, or 
what kind ſoever of Agonies may per- 
haps worſe trouble my Spirit , follow- 
ing the example of this high Prieſt , 
in the midſt of his bittereſt pains, O 
Father , into thy hand F 
{ will ever remit my life, 
and the deareſt concern- 
ments that atteud it. And if thou be 
pleaſed, that either T live yet a-while, 
or not; I will with my Saviour bow 
down my head||, 7 wi// ; 
adore thee under my bur- oY Fy Te 
then , and humble my ſelf 

under thy hand; 1 will give up all 
what thou wilt be pleaſed to ask, Gords. 
Foy, &c. untill at laſt I ſurrender and 
give up the Ghoſt. 


+ Luke 23, 
6, 


_ 


1.6. To this firſt part of our Conformity: 


- with Chriſt as Priet , muſt be referred 
whatſogyer we reade he did from his laſt 


Paſlover to his Paſſion, as far as we can- 


imitate it : as when he walhed+the feer 
of his Diſciples :. when he prayed for his 
Mur- 


1 
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Maurtherers: when he received with-2 
mild reply the raſhneſs of him that ſtruck 
him, committing all the. refit to God: 
when he took that charitable care of gent- 
ly reſtoring the Ear to an inſolent fellow 
named Malchus : when his diſmalleſt Ac- 
g0nies never kept him from comforting a 

enitent, this day [halt thou be with me 
Paradiſe, Luk. 2.3.43. nor from inſtruc- 
ting Good pious Souls, je Daughters of 7e- 
ruſalem weep not, &C. gor from interceding 
for his cruelleſt Enemies, Father , forgive 
them : for they know not what they dee , NOX 
from taking care for his Relations, womar, 
behold thy ſon, G&C- fob. 19. 26, Hereupon 
the ſucceſs of theſe both Active and Þaſ 
{ive diſpoſitions muſt needs be this, that 
God looking firſt ro Abe!, and finding him 
endued with that ſpirit of Humility , of 
Charity , of Meekne(s, and of Patience, 
which was alſo in Chriff feſis, Phil. 2. 5. he 
certainly will be pleaſed to /ov% alſo upon 
his Sacrifice, Genel. 4. 2. 

17. Beſides this firſt Conformity of 
holy Diſpolitions, and, as it were, Sacerdo- 
ral Ornaments, between Jeſus and his Diſci- 
ples, condidered as they are Prieſts ; there 
mult needs be alſo a conformity of wy 

| _ 
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and Paſhon between them , being conſi- 
dered as Sacrifices, The firſt Conformity , 
which regards Perſonal and Prieſtly En- 
dowments, is neyer ſo exa&, nor ſo full 
as to adorn inferiour Prieſts with all the 
proper Attire of Aaro» ; his Golden Plate, 
is embroidered Ephoa, or his 2tre, or his 
Breaſt-plate : yet it is never lo defective, 
but that he and they may, without inde- 
cency, notwithſtanding the inequality of 
their Garments, officiate at one Altar. The 
ſecond Conformity which regards the $4- 
crifice, is yet much ſhorter than the firſt, 
being between things, not onely unequal 
in degrees of perfetion, but different in 
their nature. For really the Sacrifice of a 
living Creature, as the Lamb was, could 
'not differ ſo much in nature from dead 
and inanimate Offerings (ſuch as the Mea}; 
the Oil, and the Wine were, which as ſe- 
condary Sacrifices were added to the firſt) 
as the Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt-difters from 
what poor Chriſtians either are in nature, 
or can offer up to God in Sacrifice. For 
of theſe two Sacrifices as to their proper 
conditions, The one is Divine, Almighty, 
and all Holy ; and the other is humane; 
infirm and ſinfull, And as to their arr" 
ends, 
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ends, The one is made to -procure and 
work Expiation, and the other onely to 
get ſome capacity to receive it. The firſt 
and'prime Sacrifice imparts to the ſecond 
its Righteouſneſs; and the ſecond is 
thrown upon the firſt as a burthen, onely 
to charge it with all its fins. Nevertheleis 
as under the Law, the Lamb, and the 05- 
lation added to it, did join in one Sacrifice, 
becauſe both were offered upon one Al- 
ear, and conſumed by one Fire : fo under 
the Goſpel Chriſt and his People are ac- 
counted for one Oblation , when both in 
their own proper way are conſecrated by 
the ſame Croſs, and are in ſome manner 
alike obedient to death. For we have beeu 
planted topether in the likeneſs of his death,know- 
ing this, that our Old Man is dead, &C, Row. 
6. 5,06, | 

18, By this likeneſs or conformity of 
Sufferings Chriſt is dead once to fatisfie 
the rigour of the Law, and ſo muſt Chri- 
ſtians deſtroy their ſins and mortifie them- 
ſelves, that they may obſerve hereafter 
the Righteouſneſs of the Goſpel. Chriſt du- 
ring that terrible ſtorm that made him 


"weep and cry aloud, atth. 27. 46, 50. 


Luk, 23.46, Hebr. 5.7. did (uffer ſuch a 
heavy 
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heavy puniſhment as might ſatisfte God's 
Tuſtice : And his Myſtical Body muſt e- 
very day both undertake and ſuffer fuch 
{itherly Corrections as may overmaſter 
their own ſins. In a word, the holy Savi- 
our was willing to be crucified , becauſe 
this diſmal execution was indiſpenfably 
neceſlary to turn away the wrath to come : 
and his true members muſt be willing to 
crucifie themſelves with him, becauſe this 
Diſcipline is as indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 
deſtroy in them by degrees that inward 
corruption which would bring back again 
this wrath. 


19. O Favher of Mercies, I beſeech 
thee, both by the merits of thy Son , 
who now intercedes in Heaven, and 
by that bloudy Sacrifice which he hath 
offered on the Croſs, (whereof thou ſeeſt 
the Sacrament upon this Table ) this 
Day be pleaſed to receive me into the 
Communion of his Sufferings, and 
hereafter into the Communion of his 
Glory. Caſt not away from thee in 
diſpleaſure the Elevation of theſe 

hands, 


[1 , 
| 

: 
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hands, which I will faſten to his Croſs, 
fo far as they may not offend, and 
which 7 do now flretch before thee with 
a true deſire that hereafter they may 
ſerve thee ; neither defpiſe the Sacri- 
fice. of a poor Soul, which alſo his Croſs 
bath wounded with the ſenſe of her 
miſery; and by this wound lays it 
open, both to pour out her own prayers, 
and to gaſp after thy mercies. O God 
and Father, beſtow on me ſuch a meas» 


fare of that Spirit, through which thy 


Son offered himſelt Þ , as 
FOOD SS may ſandtifie forever the 
Body and Soul which now 1 offer ; 
and may likewiſe help me to. perform 
the Service which I do promiſe. A 
Spirit of Contrition, that I may ſufſici- 
ently deteſt thoſe fins which did deli- 
ver my God to death : then. a ſpirit of 
Holineſs, that I may never be temp- 
ted to them any more than a crucified 
man can be tempted. O let this cruct- 


fied Body, which I preſent to thee for 


ſuch, 
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ſuch, never be untied from his Croſs, 
_ either to fall to thoſe wiolences, that 
have pierced my Saviour's hands , or 
to fly up to thoſe vanities, that have 
crowned his head with Thorns; or to 
follow unjuſt pleaſures , that have fil- 
led his dear Soul with grief, that have 
filled his Entrails with Gall. Arm and 
Rod of the Lord, who in thine Anger 
didſt revenge all theſe ſins upon my 
Saviour, in thy mercy corre(t and de- 
ſtroy them alſo in me. So my God ac- 
cept of a heart, that fheds now before 
thee its Tears, as a poor Vidtim does 
its bloud : and that raiſes up unto thee 
all its deſires, its thoughts, its zeal, 
as a Burnt offering doth its flames. 
Finally, fince my Sacrifice can be nei- 
ther holy, nor accepted, being alone ; | 
Accept of it, O Father, as it is an O6- | 
lation ſupported by that Sacrifice , i\ | 
which alone is able to pleaſe thee. Re- 
ceive it clothed with the Righteouſneſs 
ef thy Son, and made acceptable _ 
That 
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that holy Perfume that riſes from off his 
Altar : And grant that He who ſanc- 
7ifies, and they who are by him ſau(ti- 
fied, may be joined in one Paſſion, and 
may enjoy hereafter with thee the 
ſame Glory. Our Father which art 
in Heaven, &c. 


Section VIII. 


Concerning the Oblation of our Goods and 
Alms, or the Sacrifice of fuſtice. 


"# T! is an expreſs and often repeated 
Law of God by cs, and no 
where repealed by Chriſt , that no wor- 
{ſhipper ſhall preſume to appear before 
him with empty hands. Sincere Chriſti- 
ans muſt have them full at the receiving 
of the holy Communion, with four dil- 
| tin&t ſorts of Sacrifices. 1. The Sacra- 
mental and Commemorative Sacrifice of 


. Chriſt. 2. The real and A7ual Sacrifice 


of themſelves. 3, The Cog of 
CNEIT 
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their Goods. L, The Peace-iffering of their 


Praiſes, 

2, The firſt, as repreſenting the Sacri- 
fice offered on the Croſs, is the ground of 
the three others, eſpecially of the ſecond: 
which muſt no more be ſeparated from ir, 
| than Parts are from the Whole, or the 
Body from its Head. Theſe two-are fo 
cloſe coupled together, that , 

St. Auguſtin * more than once, ,. 15; 444 


= Ful. de Bapt. 
by the Body of Chriſt in the I. | 


holy Communion , under- 

ſtands Chriſt's myſtical Body, which is, 
the Church. And St. Cyprian 

* ſays expreſly , that Chriſt * $t.Cypr.l.2, 
and his People are contained #- 3: 

and united together in the 


Holy Cup (that being repreſented by the. 


Wine, this repreſented by the Water; ) 
ſo that Chriſt is not there without his 
People , nor the People without their Sa- 
VIOUr. . 

3. The Third and Fourth , which are 
the Sacrifices of our Goods and of our 
Praiſes, are appendages following aſter 
the ſecond, that is , the Sacrifice of our 
own ſelves, by as natural a conſequence, 
2s the fruits and leaves follow the Te, 

an 
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and as what we have, or what we can, muſt 
needs come after what we are. All the 
world know how that blemiſhr and lame 
Sacrifices were abominable under the 
Law : and certainly Bodies without heads, 
ſouls without their facz/ties, and Perſons 
without their proper Duties,are not better 
under the Goſpel. Such mutilated Sacri- 
fices cannot ſuit with that of Chriſt, which 
was perfe&tly whole and entire. There- 
fore, as when we once offer our ſelves to 
God, our Souls and Bodies become atten- 
ding Sacrifices on the Sacrifice of Jeſus 
Chriſt : ſo muſt by the ſame equity all 
our Goods and Services by way of ſe- 


 condary Oblations attend the Sacrifice of 


our Perfons. And as the Lamb in the dai- 
ly Sacrifice was never offered without its 
Meat-oblation, nor this Meat-oblation with- 
out its Incenſe, its Wine, its Oil: So the 
Eternal Son and Lamb of God, who was 
pleaſed to offer himſelf for me, muſt nei- 
ther be offered without me ; nor whenſo- 
ever I offer up my ſelf, both by him and 
with him, muſt I appear as a dry and un- 
fayory Meat-offering, without juice, with- 
out {weet-ſmell, without all the holy dif- 
poſitions of readineſs and joy to obey and 

pleaſe 
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pleaſe my God in all good works, where- 
of the Incenſe, the Wine, and the Oil, 
were under the Law ſacred Emblems. In 
a word, whenſoever we offer our ſelves, 
we offer by the ſelf ſame A all that we 
have, all that we can: and ſo conſequently 
wedo engage for all, that it ſhall be dedi- 
cated to the Glory of God , and that ir 
ſhall be furrendred into his hands, em- 
ployed to ſuch uſes , upon ſuch occafions 
and times, as he will be pleaſed to appoint. 
4. Hear then, my ſo» (as ſays the Wiſe- 
man ) /houhk to thy feet, when thou entreſt into 
the houſe of God, leſt thou offer the Sacrifice of 
fools, Ecclef. 5. 6. It is the Sacrifice as well 
as the part of a fool to offer the Perſon 
without the Goods that attend it, as it 
were the bones without the ſinews and 
the fleth that cover them. Ir is the ſame 
A of an Impious wretch to mangle, and 
to murilace, either the holy Sacrifice which 
Jeſus hath made to his Father, or the holy 
Sacrament which he hath ordained to his 
Church, or that holy Oblation which af- 
rer his Sacrifice and at his Sacrament he is 
mm to require of us, And after we 
ave preſented it, it is an AR, not onely 


of great Impiety, ws as great a Sacri- 
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lege as was that of Ananias, to withdraw 
without leave, any part of that Whole 
which we have devoted to God's Service. 
5. It behoves not J/-ae! alone to go 
forth out of Eg5pt with all their Children 
ana Cattle and Goods, to offer them unto 
the Lord, that he may take either all, or 
fuch a part, as he will be pleaſed tochuſe, 
Exod. 10, 25, 26. All the Gentiles were 
likewiſe to go and give themſelves up to 
God's ſervice with their Gold,their Silver, 
their Dromedaries, and their Chariots lo- 
den with their chiefeſt ſubſtance : The E- 
93p1ians With all their wealth : Tire and Si- 
don, with all their Merchandize,E/ay 2 3.18. 
and 60. 6,7, 9, The wiſe-men with their 
Frankincerſfe, their Myrrh and their Gold: 
and ſo every ſinner at his Converſion to 
God, was to confecrate all to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to the ſervice of his Church. From 
that very moment, that by any real At of 
converſion, of faith, of repentance, or of 
vow,we have given up our ſelves to Chriſt, 
vho hath likewiſe given himſelf for us ; 
as by virtne of this mutual Communion, 
2]! what he pofleſles becomes ours, name- 
ly his Grace, his Immortality, his Glory; 
and fo he b={tows it upon us, according 
| tO 
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to the times and degrees which he ſees 
beſt for our Salvation : by the ſame conle- 
quence, all whatſoever we have, doth be- 
come his, {ſo that he may take it after in 
what proportion and ſeaſon ſoever he ſhall 


{ee beſt for his Glory. The two Aſſes which 


he ſent for by his Diſciples, that he might 
ride on them to 7er»/alem, and the Cham- 
ber which he commanded to be ready , 
that he might eat the Paflover in it, were 
not ſo abſolutely his, as are our lives, our 
Goods, &c. whenſoever the Lord hath necd 
of them, Matt. 21. 2, 3. Luk. 22. 11. Thoſe 
things were his onely by the Right of 
propriety, which,. as to a Sovereign Lord 
and God, is naturally reſerved upon any 
thing which he creates or ſaves; but theſe 
are his beſides, becauſe we with our ſelves 
have given them. When he calls for the 


former, to deny them were injuſtice, but 


to deny theſe latter, were a viſible Sacri- 
lege: all what we are, what we can doe, 
and what we can give, even to the leaſt 
veſſel in our houſes , being involved and 
made holy in this one Conſecration. | 7s 
that day ſhall there be upon the very Bridles of 
the Horſes holineſs unto the Lord > and every pot 
;n Jeruſalem and Juda {hall be holy unto the 
Lord, Techar.14.20,21, 6. This 
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6. This Conſecration whereby the wor- 
{hipper offers and reſigns up all himſelf , 
and all his Concernments to God, if it be 
well done and duly performed, is, firſt, as 
for our Souls and Bodies a Chriſtian Apo- 
theofss, if I may uſe this word, which both 
makes them capable of the Sacrifice and 
grace of Chriſt, and raiſes and prefers 
them to the'very nature, that is, the Con- 
dition of Holineſs and Immortality of 
God. Secondly, as to the Conſecrated 
chings; it is a miraculotis privilege, which 
in the end infinitely multiplies every thing, 
which is thus parted with; it bleſles the 
uſe of it, although it be bur preſented, as 
long as wecan enjoy it, and finally exchan- 
ges it, when we can enjoy it no more, fcr 
{uch advantageous recurns,-as may be con- 
ceived to be, not ſuch as when water w:$ 
turned into Wine, or dirt into Gold, bur 
ſach, as if we conceive a glaſs of water, 
turneq into ſtreams of Everlaſting Com- 
forts, the duſt of J/-ae! into ſo many ſtars 
,of Heaven, ſma!l Cottages of Clay into 
Royal Palaces, and vain declining ſha- 
dows into real and Eternal Poſleſſions : 
"Theu haft been faithful in a few things, I will 
nake thee Ruler ever many things, &&C, Matth. 
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25.21, Bnt if the Law of theſe conſecrati- 
ons be not well performed : if Zevi come 
to ſerve A/htaroth, after he hath dedicated 
himſelf ro God ; and if the Offet ings of 
the People be employed to profane uſes 
after they have toucht God?s Altar ; then 
there are as many and as heavy Curſes to 
be lookt for, as on the other fide upon a 
better uſe there are many and great Bleſ- 
ſings to be-expected. So that upon all con- 
- ſiderations;, both of prudence and of Du- 
ty; firſt, we muſt give up all to God: nexr, 
aſter we have given, we mult fly all, not 
onely as two moſt odious (ins , but alſo as 
two moſt terrible miſchiefs; the Sacr:/ege, 
in withdrawing at any time when God de- 
mands it, what hath been thus conſecrated 
to him, and the Profaneneſs in miſipen- 
ding upon ſuperfluous or worſe uſes, what 
of ithe is pleaſed to allow toour proper ne- 


ceſſities, and other lawfull Conveniencies. - 


7. Now though Chriſt our blefled Sa- 
viour, by that everlaſting and ever ſame 
Sacrifice of himſelf, offer him{clf virtual- 
ly upon all occaſions, and we on our fide, 
alſo offer our (elves, and what is ours, with 
him ſeveral other ways, beſides that of the 
holy Communion: as at our Converſion, 
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and fiſt Act of faith in him ; Chriſt (ys 
* Aug. Evang, St. Auſtin, ) * 7s ſacrificed for 
Queſt. l. 22 The ſalvation of every ſinner, at 
4+ 33» the very moment he repents aud 

velieves him to have been ſacri- 
ficed \ and at OUr Baptiſm, For eVery One 
offers the Sacrifice of the paſſion of the Lord , 
at that- time, that he 1s conſecrated by the 
faith of this Paſſion, and baptized a Chriſtian, 

ſaith the ſame Father; + and 


kf x ou er the Baptiſm of Chriſt is the 


: bloud of Chriſt, faith another. 


| Nevertheleſs, becauſe Chriſt 

1! Chryſ.Zern, Offers himſelf for us at the 
1. Hebr. holy Communion in a more 
| folemn and publick facra- 
mental way ; ( thence it comes that the 
Memorial of the ſacrifice of Chriſt there- 
by celebrated, takes commonly the Name 
RA ik of the Sacrifice it ſelf, as St. 
ot 41 Auſtin * explains it often ) 
Ep. 23-ad Weare thenobliged ina more 
Bonif.de Con- ſpecial manner, to renew all 
ſecr. Dift. 2, our Sactifices , all the yows 
ho "Ent. of our Baptiſm, all the firſt 
fruits of our Converſion, and all the par- 
ticular promiſes which ic may be we have 
made, either at our repenting of ſome fin, 
or 
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or at our deliverance from ſome eminent 
danger , or at the recovery out of {ome 
grievous {ickneſfs, or at the receiving ſome 
Other ſignal mercy, whether for our (elves, 
or for our friends. 1 will go into thy houſe 
-with burnt offerings, 1 will pay thee my vows, 
which my lips have attered, and my mouth hath 
ſpoken, when I was in trouble, Plal. 67.1 3,14. 
Then and there at the Altar of God muſt 
we, both diſcharge all the voivs , which 
for ſome hindrance or other we had not 
yet the Convenience to fulfill ; and fer 
afreſh from Communion to Communion , 4s 
they did the Shew-loaves- from Sabbath tO 
Sabbath, all thoſe other Performances , 
which by their nature and our duty , can 


never be fulfilled , but with the very end 


of 9ur days. 


$8. So ſhall che new 7c! tread on the - 


pious ſteps of the Old, who ever from time 
fo time reiterated, either in 14i/pab, or in 
Gilgal, &c. that Covenant which the Lord 


had made with him in Sinai, Ir is true, -, 
the Lord did not then again repeat the -- 


Thunder that once made the Mountains 


tremble ; as in our Churches he doth not 


reiterate that very Paſſion, that made the 
powers of Heaven moutn ard. ſhake : 
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Nevertheleſs, as 7oſnah, Aſa, 7oſtas, ehoia- 
dab, and other ſuch holy men, could from 
their Maſter aſſure the People, that the 
Covenant which they did renew, for ex- 


_ ample, in Shechem, Joſ.24.25. 2 Chr.15.12, 


and 23.16, was gut ies powerful), either 
to bleſs the obſervers, or to deſiroy the 


\ offenders thereof, than it was when A- 


fes and the Hoiy Angels publithe it at the 
firſt upon Sinai : Sonow the Miniſters of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , having in their 
hands the Sacraments of the Goſpel, (true 
Seals and Tables of the new Law ) may 
both produce and give them out as Evi- 
dences ; that the Sacrifice of their Maſter 
15 not leſs able to ſave mens Souls , when 
it is offered to men, and Sacramentally 
offered again to God at the holy Commu- 
nion, than when it was newly offered up- 
01 the Croſs. And this is the reaſon, 
whe:efore all faichfull Chriſtians ought 
then as effeQwally to re-inforce all their 
Oblations, their Vous, their Contritions, 
and their Proteſtations, en and Brethren, 
what ſhall we doe ? And, God farbid that I 
ſhould ever glory, but in the Crofs of my Savi- 
err ; as the Iſraelites did by proteſting upon 
the like occa(10ns, 4 e will obey the Lord our 
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God : and the Lord #5 the God, the Lora us the 
Ged, 1King. 18.39. both 1ſtaelites and Chri- 
ſtians ſeconding their Proteſtation of obe- 
dience, and their proſtrations of Body and 
re{ignation of their minds, with ſecondary 


Sacrifices: thoſe of Bats and Rams; thele- 


of Alms and Pious works. 

9. By this it is eafte to fee, that our ho- 
ly Euchariſtical Communions are much 
correſpondent to thoſe Feaſts, that did 


call the People of 1/-ae! together , firſt; 


to appear and proſtrate themſelves before 
the Lord, wich ſacrifices for their ſta : and 


then to lay upon the Altar that other kind - 
Coo" 


of Sacrifices which they uſed 
to call * Peace Offerings , and = at 
which were ordained tO eXx- ings, demi 
preſs both their thankfulnefs »2, mer 
to God, and their Charity. 94. 

to men. And in this friend- 


ly concurrence both of Myſteries and of 


holy duties that attend them , all reſpects 
duly obſerved, Moſes may ſtill with the 
ſame power command both-new and old 


Iſrael, Thou ſhalt keep the Feaſt-unto the Lord 


thy God, with a Tribate of a free-will-offering: 
of thine hand, . which thou ſhalt give unto the 
Lora: thy God, according as the Lord. thy God 


F'5 hath - 


- 
_—— —— IC Co emetatos - 


q 
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hath bleſſed thee : And thou ſhalt rejoice be- 
fore the Lord thy God , thow and thy Son and 
thy Daughter , the Levite, the Stranger , the 
Fatherteſs and the Widow. And ye ſhall mt 
appear before the Lord empty, Every man ſhall 
give according to the bieſſins of the Lord thy 
God which he hath given thee, JDeut.16.10,11, 

10. The firſt Chriſtians ever took it,. 
and conſtantly pra&tifed it ſo. For when- 
{ſoever they met at their Devotions, where- 
of the Holy Communion was the moſt 
ordinary and the moſt effential part, they 
did make the uſe. of all their Goods to- 
be common among themſelves : and the 
diſtribution of this blefled Sacrament was 
ſo conſtantly attended by the diſtribution 
of their Offerings, that it is fomewhat hard 
to diſcern which of the two the Apoſtoli- 
cal Hiſtory. intends to Hhgnifie by the Brea- 
king of bread, fo often mentioned in the 
Acts. Some pious and learned men have 
thought rhat this largeneſs and frequency 
of Offerings, which in the primitive times 
was all-the ſtock they had for pious uſes, 
made that Article which immediately fol- 
lows that-of the Charch, that IS, the Commu-- 
wion-,, Or Communication of the Saints, But 
however though this were not the m—_— 
OF 
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of Faith there meant, yer it was an At'of 
Piety fo frequent and ſo eflential in thoſe 


days, that St. Lake would place it amongſt - 


thoſe other ſacred fun&ions, that compre- 
 Hend the whole duty and fervice of the 

Church. They continued ſtedfaſtly in the Doc- 
trine of the Apoſtles, and in the Communion , 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayer, A&t.2. 
24. Thus were the primitive Chriſtians 
literally and punctually ſuch as holy David 
had propheſied they / ſhould be, a People 
that would come and offer themſelves, 
with their free- wilt-offerings tO Chriſt, F the 
aay of his Power ; and of: that glorious eftu- 
fon of Graces, that like to a Celeſtial 
dew , would appear wonderfull by a thick 
and ſudden producing of ſubjects and {ouk- 
dicrs ready armed for his ſervice, ?/al ro. 


x1, For this purpoſe-it was that the By 


ſhops had in their Churches cwo Tables, 


One of them was, tov 7% neu. x} tur 


ra;4d]&, 3, e. within that ſpace where the \/* 
Miniſters did officiate at the Altar, and /\ } 
where were: Curtains purpoſely, (hut ,to 


keep non-Communicants: from the fight 
of, and acces to the Holy Myſteries. The 
other was where the People could freely 
come to offer their Gifts , part WIEN 

| aſter- 


* 4 bay 4 He 2000 nt. RAS lego de 
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afterwards was brought by the Deacons 
to the Communion Table. Hither were 
brought the -Free-wll-offerings of the Peo- - 
ple, Bread, Wine, Oil, Wool, ſometimes 
Cloth, Silver, and any thing elſe, thar 
mizht be uſefull ro the Church , ( till 
a by expreſs Canons of the 
Afric. > Church, * thoſe Oblations in 
| kind were limited to ſuch 
things onely, as could be emploied a- 
bour the Sacraments and Service of the 
Church) and all this was offered up to 
God by all Chriſtians by way of a daily 
Sacrifice. And when the Chriſtians had 
offered up to God their Goods, the Prieſt 
who did receive them, did ſolemnly pray 
to God, that he would be pleaſed ro ook. 
01: their Oblatieons, as he did once on them of 
Abel , of Noah, and of Abraham, Out of 
thefe Oblations che Elements of the holy 
Communion were taken forth and pre- 
ſented at-the other Table, where they 

: were bleſt by the Biſhop or Prieſt , and 
diſtributed by him to the People as from 


| ... God, to aflure them he had accepted of 
! :; both their perſons and offerings, and that 


inſtead of the Bread and Wine , which 
they had offered upon his Altar , as cirher 
the 


pets iq wy —_ —” _ _—— 
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the firſt fruits, or the Repreſentatives of all 
their Goods, he was pleaſed to retarn to 
them not ſimple Bread and {1mple Wine, 
but ſuch Bleſſed Bread and Wine, as were 
both the ſacred Myſteries of the Body and 
- Bloud of his Son, and an infallible ſurety 
of all Things depending thereon. This is 
the reaſon why , becauſe primitive Chri- 
ians never received thoſe holy Myſte- 
ries, but after they had made their Offe- 
rings; and becauſe thoſe very Myſteries , 
which they received, were commonly ta- 
ken, as to the matter , from that Bread 
and Wine which they had before Offered; 
The Holy Fathers, (for in- , 
ſtance St. Irenew) * who . es Dt 
then had no occaſion tobe ſo 1116; paſſim. 
exact or cautious as to diſtin- 

guiſh preciſely the Nature of two ſacred 
Offices which went conſtantly together, 
do not ſcruple to ſpeak of the bleed 


Communion promifcuouſly as Sacrament,- 


or Sacrifice. 


12, Now to bring all this more home z 


The Law of ancient 1/ae!, the practice of 
the Primitive Church , and the very e- 
quity of che thing it ſelf, do ſufficiently 
teſtifie, that we ought not in theſe, _ 

tian 


i26 TZheC briftian Sacrament 


than in the former Ages; to appear before 
the Lord with empty hands, [that it is not 
more fit for Worthippers now than it was 
then, to preſent their perſons, without their 
Goods, as it were trees, without their ſap 
and fruit: and that theſe ſame Nations , 
which in the prediction of E/ay, were at 
their firſt coming, to bring and conſecrate 
both themſelves and their Gold unto the 
Lord, muſt not be now leſs liberal, when | 
by their Sacrifice they appear to renew the 
vows of their former Conſecration 3 as 
ſurely God is not, upon the {ame occafions 
les mercifull, when by - his holy Sacra- 
ment he renews unto them the Covenant 
of - his. ſaving Grace. Therefore he that 
comes:rich, is bound to appear before his 
Saviour with his hands full of ſuch free- 
will-offerings, as he may take out of his 
4bundance, as did in 1/rae! the Husband- 
marout of a plentiful! harveſt, when the 
Lord had blefled his field. He that is leſs 
able, muſt offer-out of what he can either 
get by his labour, or ſpare by his Parcimo- 
ny; as the poor widow did, when ſhe of- 
fered her Mite. Ina word, every one, whe- 
ther he be rich or poor, is to lay down at 
the Offerings of God according as the _ 
>g 
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God hath either bleſſed or ſpared him, 


1 Cor. 16, 2. 

13. The quantity of theſe Oblations , 
whether extraordinary, as -upon a Com- 
munion day, or more ordinary, as upon ©o- 
"ther daily occaſions , is wholly left to the 
diſcretion of the Chriſtian Worſhipper. 
And whereas God by his Law did deal 
with the 1/-aciites as Fathers doe with 
Children in an age unfit to guide it ſelf, 
preſcribing to them the meaſure, the time, 
and the manner of every thing , which 
they were either to doe, or to give ; our 
Saviour hath by the Goſpel freed all Chri- 
ſtians from this punctual Pedagogy, leaving 
them, as men, able to give an account of 
themſelves, both to their own Judgmenr, 


and to the direction of his ſpirit, But if 


this different way of the Goſpel diſchar- 
ges Chriſtians now a-days from the ſub- 
jection of doing puncually and literally 


every thing which the ancient 1/rae/ were 


to obſerve; it certainly ebliges them to 
doe more as to the matter, and to doe it 
in a better manner. And God forbid that 
this honour and liberty, which he vouch- 
fafes us above what he did to the Jews, 
ſhould be: taken by us, either as a per- 


miſlon 
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miſſion, or as an occaſion of being worſe. 
Therefore 50d in fotmer times did give 
ſpecial T.aws to his Peovle for every thing 
hey wee to dee in p nt either of Pie- 
ty, or Charity z for example, they were 
to give the Tenth part of wharſoever they 
could gather ont of their fields, their Trees 
and in-ir flocks, beſides another Tenth 


| Patt every third year, thar is, a Thirtieth 


part every year : and whatever could grow 
of it ſelf, during the vacancy of every ſe- 
venth year : Tney were bound moreover 
to many other charitable ways of helping 
the poor, as to lend them money without 
taking either uſe or pawn : and to leave 
in their fields and Vineyards ſo much of 
their Corn and fruits behind, as could re- 
compence the labor and diligence of many 
honeſt Neizhbours, who at the end of the 
year had no other Harveſt than this Glea- 
ning. And although all this was Charity, 

et it was among the People of 1/ael cal- 
ed 7»/tice, becauſe it was commanded by 
Law, and that they were obliged to pay 


theſe Alms as ſtridtly as any other Debr. 


Here then a downright Chriſtian will doe 
well to take notice, of what all theſe Char- 


ges may come to,and what proportion o_ 
WILL 
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will bear with the Eſtate and Revenue 
that God blefles him with, that ſo he 
may contribute towards works of Piety 
and Charity, not onely fo much but more; 
and if not in the very ſame, yet in as good 
a kind as the Jews did. So that he may 
go beyond them in Charity , whom the 
Goſpel commands us to exceed in all 0- 
ther vertues, as we exceed them in Blef- 
{ings. 

14. The time of theſe Oblations is not 
more limited than their meaſure. Ar firſt 
St. Pax! had apogee the firſt day: of 
the week, that is, the Zord's-day, for the 
gathering of thoſe Charitable aſliſtences, 
and, as he calls them, Aceeptable Sacrifces, 
: Cor. 16. 2, Phil. 4. 18. which were to. 
be ſent to the poor Brethren of 7er«ſalem: : 
becauſe even from that time, that day was 
in a more ſpecial manner conſecrated. to 
the ſolemn Miniſtry of Prayers, of Prea- 
ching, and of Communion. Now, though 
the danger of Profaneneſs, which then was 
lels to be feared ; hath in our days made 
the uſe of the Sacrament much leſs com- 
mon than chat of Preaching and Prayer 3 
Nevertheleſs ſince by theſe two holy ex- 
erciſes, both God ſpeaks tq us, and "y to 

ifs 5 


whence he muſt be ſare to take nothing , 
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him; this ſhould be warning enough not 
to preſume to appear before him without 
a Gift. And that we may both bear up 
the more eaſily the expences of this week- 
ly Sacrifice, and diffuſe more univerſally 
the {weet (avour thereof into all the parts 
of our life ; it would be a piece of holy 
prudence, to take care that every day 
ſhould both bear ſome part of the burthen, 
and have ſome ſhare of the holineſs : And 
that by a daily attending to this ſervice , 
the Rich be ſtill induſtrious to defalk ſome 
larger portions of his abundance; the poor / 
to ſteal ſomething our of his neceſfaries ; 
and the middle conditioned man to ſpare 
what he can ont of all his competence. 
Baur: ſpecially when the good Providence 
ſets fall into our hand ſome conſiderable 
advantages, then let him that will grow 
rich in God, look upon theſe temporal 
occaſions, as a propitious time of Harveſt, 
whereof: he muſt be ſure to reſerve the 
firſt fruits to God : and let him- have a 
place in his houſe, like the Treaſury in 
the Temple, where he may daily caſt in - 
his Talent, or his Didrachm, or his Ate, 
according as God daily blefles him, and 


but 
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but for a ſpecial holy uſe, as if he did take 


it from God's Altar. 

i5. It is true indeed , that not onely 
this, but alſo any thing elſe that we have 
at home, is already conſecrated, fince God 
"having given ir to us, we have given it 
back again unto God. For whenſoever 
we gave him up our own perſons, all our 
Goods were involved in this general con- 
ſecration , and thereby became #p/o fafo 
holy Offeriags unto the Lord. But as theſe 
holy Offerings under the Law were of two 
ſorts, ſome which the Worſhipper, and 
his Wife and Children might eat; ſome 
of whichic was not lawfull for any to ear, 
Except the Prieſts onely 3; my meaning is 


ethat the truly pions Chriſtian ſhould ga- . 


ther day by day, and little by little (both to 
make his Devotion leſs burthenſome; and 


by a continual application to this work, to 
fan&ifie the whole courſe of his life the 


better) a Magazine of holy things of this 
laſt kind, which may be onely emploied. 


to God and his Churches ſervice. 

16. But at the ſame inſtant that the 
Chriſtian Worſhipper ſhall take the ma- 
terials of his good works out of this ſtore, 
be muſt have a great care to draw withall 

OUT 


adage to perform any holy work, there 
1e 


_—— 
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out of the good Treaſure of his heart 
the fire and the fankincerſe , that is, the 
zeal and the holy thoughts that may im- 
prove and raiſe good moral works to the 
being of Religiores Sacrifices. And as with- 
out doubt, ar firſt, he had a care not to 
lay aſide theſe firſt fruits, in a corner of 
his houſe, either negligently or rudely , 
as ſome do throw their Alms into Beg- 
gars hands, or as 7adas did his thirty Pie- 
ces into the Temple ; fo he muſt not for- 
get himſelf ſo much as to take them thence | 
and beſtow them on the Body or mem- 
bers of Chriſt, that is, the Church and | 
his Neighbour , but with ſuch pious E-. 
levations and Applications of his mind , 
2s may become both that Majeſty which | 
he adores , and the pious and holy Act, 
that he intends. Let him doe it, whether 
at his door, or in the way, or in the Tem-- 
ple, it matters notz for the hour is long ; 
{ince come, that Religious Acts or Wor- | 
ſhippings are confined neither to tz 
Monuntain,nor to Feruſalem, Joh.4.21. where- | 
ſoever God gives thee the occaſion and 


— _ hg 


makes hely Ground for thee : onely this 
work, to be holy, and becoming a + 
4 
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ſhipper , muſt by all means be done 
Spirit and in Truth, This Spirit will teach 
us, what Fleſh and Bloud cannot doe, both 
co perceive and conſider, not an Angel 
onely , as the Patriarchs often did , but 
Chriſt himſelf, in the condition of an af- 
flited Church, for example, or of an ho- 
neſt diſtreſſed friend ; and then at ſuch 
occaſions to lay our liberalities, with that 
ſame mind and thought that a true Wor- 
ſhipper would lay his Oblations, upon the 
Altar, where he knows that Chriſt will 
moſt effeually both find it and accept of 
it. Once he received the Gold, the Myrrh 
and the Frankincenſe, which the Wiſe- 
men gave fo/eph; He did alſo receive the 
Goods which S/anna and other Religious 
Women did put in the hands of his Diſ- 
ciples; ſince that time the Church and 
all her diſtreſſed Members have been in- 
ſtated by Chriſt himſelf moſt expreſly in- 
to the Place of theſe happy Perſons ; and 
as if they had been for this purpoſe crea- 
ted Chriſt's ſolemn Officers and Angels , 
about the time that he was to ſiffer and 
to leave his beloved Diſciples, he pro- 
miſled them both to accept and account as 
beſtowed on himſelf, theſe ſmall Offe- 
rings, 
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rings, which for his ſake we ſhould de- 
polite in their hands, Matt. 25, 40, 45. 

17. This ſame Spirit, and this actual 
Application , is the onely means that we 
can have to raiſe up good moral works, 
and to make them true Heave-offerings. 
Without this Elevation, what we give, 
may 1n it ſelf be a good deed, to us a con- 
{1derable expenſe, and to other men ſome 
benefit; but to God, it is no ſacrifice, or 
it is {uch a ſacrifice as ſends up no {favour | 
above : but either , like the Oblation of 
Cain, falls all down to Aſhes and Duſt; 
or like the Alms of Phariſees, to ſuch a }. 
paltry reward as we get perhaps from 
men, Ger. 10. Matt, 6. i 

18, All theſe conſiderations and pious : 
intentions of the Soul, which to the ror- * 
fipper muſt be inſtead of the Sacerdotal 
Utenſils, and to the Ovlation , inſtead of | 
the Fire and Frankincenſe , are much re- 
vived and ſtirred up by the circumſtantial 
ſolemnity and Holineſs of the blefled } 
Communion, Look to the Adoration of the +} 
Aacient Iſraelites. 1 WAS, GCC. Dent. 26. * | 


I Dare | 
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I Dare appear before the Lord with 

all my fins and my ſorrows ; 1t is very 
1uſt alſo, that T ſhould appear with theſe 

few bleſſings, which are mine ; they are 
mine by thy favour and having received 

them of thy hand, now do 
I offer them to thee *. For- 
give, 1 beſeech thee, my 
tins, deliver me from my ſorrows, and 
accept of this ſmall Bleſſing. Accept of 
this my ſacrifice, as thou didſt of that of 
Abel, of Abraham, and of Noah; or 
rather look in my behalf on that onely 
true Sacrifice, whereof here ts the Sa- 
crament-; the Sacrifice of the onely un- 
ſpotted Lamb ; the Sacrifice of thine 
own Son; of thine onely begotten Son ; 
of thy Son proceeding from thee, to dye 
for me. O let him again come from 
thee to me; let him come now as 
the onely begotten of the Father full 
of grace and of truth, to bleſs me. 


* 1 Chron, 
29. 14. 


Amen, Amen. 
--- 
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